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Annual Report 2013/14 
 
 
In 2013/14 the Deveron Arts programme expanded into the Walking Institute, running in parallel 
with The town is the venue programme, this encompassed the following complementary 
programmes focusing on the culture, life and wellbeing of the rural town of Huntly and its place 
in the world. 
 
 
1. Organisation and Management 
 
2. Projects and Programme 
 
• Faceloop with Celia-Yunior 

• Slow Marathon : Cabrach to Huntly 

• Fernweh with Mary Jane Jacob 

• Lines Lost with Stuart McAdam 

• Pride of Place with The Caravan Gallery 

• Mackay of Uganda (research) 

• Hielan’ Ways 

- In the Footsteps of Nan Shepherd with Simone Kenyon 

- Symphony Way with Paul Anderson 

- The Golden Mountain with Alec Finlay 

- Hielan’ Ways Histories with Ron Brander 

• Aberdeenshire Ways with Jacques Coetzer and the Caravan Gallery 

• Cultural Health Visitor with Catrin Jeans 
 
3. Other Projects and Events 

 

• Walking Institute 

• Other Events 

• Town Collection 

• Creative Place Award 
 
4. Capital Development and Purchases 
 
5. Publications & CD Launches 
 
6. Networking and Training 
 
7. Funding and Thanks 
 
Appendix: Media work 
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1. Organisation and Management 
 

 
Curating and Programming 
 
2013/14 formed the second year of Deveron Arts’ Hospitality programme which encapsulates: 
 
1. Travel: Walking and other forms of Slow Travel 

2. Hosting: Food, Eating and Accommodation 

3. Understanding: Language and Communication 
 
This programme was successful in gaining financial support (Projects forming Programmes from 
Creative Scotland) and finding partnership collaborations locally and internationally. 
 
Funding from the EU Leader fund continued to fund the initial stages of the Walking Institute 
which has been set up by Deveron Arts/the town is the venue as a unique, year round centre of 
excellence within the walking & art discourse. Its aim is to develop a walking appreciation 
programme for people from all walks of life. It will do this by engaging people in a range of 
challenging, creative and accessible walking activities and discourses, addressing issues and 
opportunities in relation to health, environment and rural economic development through 
activities which link walking with art and related disciplines 
 
 
Management, Staff, Volunteers 
 
In 2013/14 Deveron Arts has been run by a full time Director (Claudia Zeiske) and the full time 
Project Manager (Kate Sargent). Diane Smith started the year as the Walking Project Manager, 
leaving the team in August. She was replaced by Norma Hunter as Programme Assistant and 
Hazel McLaren as Fundraiser till December. Catrin Jeans joined the team in summer 2013 as 
Cultural Health Visitor. Additionally, an Apprentice was engaged for 8 months, and seven other 
Interns joined the programme to assist the Director, the Project Manager, the Walking Manager 
and the Cultural Health Visitor.  
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Through this varied team, Deveron Arts has continued to develop an increasingly large 
programme of events and range of projects, whilst offering specialised learning opportunities for 
graduates and up and coming curators. 
 
During the year 2013/14 the following people were involved with Deveron Arts: 
 

Claudia Zeiske – Director 

Kate Sargent – Project Manager 

Diane Smith – Walking Project Manager (till August 2013) 

Norma Hunter – Programme Assistant (August – December 2013) 

Hazel Mclaren – Fundraiser (August – December 2013) 

Catrin Jeans – Cultural Health Visitor (from July 2013) 

 

Laura Johnston, Apprentice to the Project Manager (April – Nov 2013) 

Annika Goedde, Intern (April - May 2013) 

Ioannis Tsagkarakis, Intern (June - Jul 2013) 

Morgan Cahn, Intern (August 2013) 

Christiane Bernhardt, Intern (July - Nov 2013) 

Katie Johnston, Intern (December 2013) 

Alexander ‘Twig’ Champion, Intern (Oct 2013 - April 2014) 

Camilla Crosta, Intern (Nov 2013 – May 2014) 

 

Board of Management 

Mary Bourne, Chairperson 

Stephen Brown 

Sophie Hope  

Iain Irving 

Kevin McIntosh 

Janice Macpherson, Secretary 

Louise Scullion 

John Swan 

Mike Whittall, Treasurer 

Jason Williamson 

 
Deveron Arts would also like to thank Catrin Jeans, Maureen Ross who stood down as board 

members during 2013/14. 

 
 
Other People engaged 

Daisy Williamson – Cooking and Catering 

Luke Hammer and Dorian Fraser-Moore – Website 

Lesley Booth – Media work 

Hilda Fowler – Cleaning 

Neil Angus – Driving 

Maureen Ross - Accommodation 
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Volunteers 

Tako Taal, Dominique and Kirsty, Fraser, Keith Cockburn, Deborah May and many others 

 

Premises 
This year we have finished developing the Walking Institute room, which now houses one 
worker and an intern as well as a small library.  
 
At the same time we had to give up the lease on ‘the empty shop’ which we inhabited over the 
past 8 years, as the owners are selling the property. 
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2. Projects and Programmes 
 
Celia-Yunior - Faceloop 

A friend to all is a friend to none 
Aristotle 

 
 
Mapping real friendships in our time of virtual social networks 
 
Celia González and Yunior Aguiar came to Huntly in Spring 2013 from Havana/Cuba. 
Celia – Yunior is a collaboration between the artists Celia González and Yunior Aguiar which 
has been ongoing since 2004. Their work exposes diverse gaps in contemporary social 
structures and regulations, in Cuba and elsewhere, by using performances, mixed media 
installations and videos. 
 
From April to the end of June Celia – Yunior investigated and questioned the notion of 
friendship and the perception of community sense within Huntly, juxtaposed against the concept 
of virtual friendship in the Facebook era. Huntly and its surrounding area became the real space 
where townsfolk nurture their face-to-face relationships, in contrast to the virtual space and its 
cybernet connections. 
 
The project started with the introduction of five different members of the community to the 
artists. Celia and Yunior visited each of them in their homes, sharing a cup of tea and a chat, 
and getting them to introduce another friend, and then this new friend was asked to introduce 
another friend and so on, like a chain letter or Chinese whisper. The objective of this ‘passing 
on’ of friends was to then create a map of lines from one house to another; thereby mapping the 
geographies of friendships in and around Huntly.  
 
As the project evolved Celia – Yunior chose to approach other types of social spaces within the 
town such as pubs, community groups, the bowling club, coffee mornings and the schools. With 
the assistance of a town map they asked people to talk about their friends, marking on the map 
their closest and furthest friendships. 
 
The title ‘Faceloop’ was inspired by the idea of face-to-face relationship in contraposition to 
Facebook’s virtual connections, and how real life relationships find themselves being connected 
in a loop like manner. 
 

  
 
Celia – Yunior’s final event consisted of an open house event, displaying the information 
gathered during the project, which was organised using the structure of Facebook. There was a 
‘Friends’ room, which displayed the final map of the friendship connections, and photographs of 
the artists’ interactions with each of the friends they had been introduced to during the project. 
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An ’Event’ room, which hosted three talks throughout the day and a folk music session from the 
local folk group, as well as a ‘Group’ wall which displayed the maps that had been completed 
showing the friendships of the various groups the artists had visited during the project. A ‘Wall’ 
which displayed the thoughts of locals on the sense of community in the town, as well as 
providing the opportunity to write on the wall on the day. There were ’Video’ rooms, showing 
films about friendship and videos of the artists’ work. 
 
The day was a success, with a wide variety of the local people the artists had met through out 
the project coming and going throughout the day, even some visitors from Aberdeen who had 
heard about the event on BBC Radio Scotland. The ages of the guests varied from new-borns 
to elderly, and everyone joined into the music sessions, the salsa dancing and the BBQ. 
 
Publication was in production at the time of writing this report. 
 
Town Collection: Vinyl window display of the town friendship map, in the bowling club 
Artists Website: http://celiayunior.wix.com/celiayunior 
Publication: Faceloop 
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Slow Marathon: Cabrach - Huntly 
 

The mountains are calling and we must go  
John Muir 

 
A weekend celebrating John Muir and the notion of slow travel with talks, discussion and 
a 26 mile walk 
 
Slow Marathon was a project instigated in 2012 by Ethiopian artist Mihret Kebede who wanted 
to walk from her home in Addis Ababa to her residency in Huntly. Environmental and political 
constraints made this plan impossible, therefore she set out to look for 225 people to jointly walk 
the 5850 miles from Addis to Scotland. 
After the success of the 2012 event, in 2013 Deveron Arts held another Slow Marathon festival 
weekend on John Muir Day weekend 2013 as part of The Year of Natural Scotland. 
In great sunny weather the route took walkers from the Upper Cabrach area alongside the River 
Deveron and over the Clashmach hill to Huntly. 
Peppered with entertainment and refreshment stops, the route followed some of an original 
Hielan' Way drovers route, crossing unexplored and remote country side. In contrast to most 
sporting events, the winner of the Slow Marathon was the participant who took the longest time 
to complete the route, Sophie Hope. Sophie's finishing time was 12 hours and 45 minutes whilst 
the days's loser, Harris Williamson (aged 15) finished 4 hours earlier after 8.45 hours.  
 
 

  
 
The weekend started with on Friday night with a talk from nature writer and campaigning 
journalist Jim Crumley entitled The Cairngorms - The Landscape's Song. The celebrations were 
rounded off on Sunday after the marathon with a symposium entitled Nature as Home 
commemorating Scotland's great naturalist John Muir with speakers: 
Mike Daniels - Head of Land and Science, John Muir Trust. 
Penny Weir - Artist, living and working in the Cairngorm National Park.  She has travelled 
extensively to many of the other National Parks both in the UK and the USA. 
Gill Russell - Artist working with light and sound, Gill produces works designed in the landscape. 
Her recent project, Where Long Shadows Fall, celebrated UNESCO's Year of the Forest 2011, 
with events set in the Cairngorms National Park. 
Roy Dennis - is an ornithologist and wildlife consultant. He has worked in the Highlands and 
Islands since 1959, becoming one of the world's leading experts on ospreys and other birds of 
prey.  He was a presenter on BBC Autumnwatch in 2011 and Springwatch 2012. 
 
Slow Marathon has now become an annual walking festival in and around Huntly. 
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Fernweh 
 

Literally translated, Fernweh (from German)  
means ‘farsickness’ or an ’ache for the distance’.  

Some dictionaries also translate it into ‘wanderlust’ or ‘itchy feet’.  
Antonyms: Heimweh (homesickness)  

 
A traveling curators’ project about journeying, hospitality and art in the public realm  
 
Fernweh was a travelling-curator project that aimed to investigate notions of travel and 
hospitality within community and socially engaged art. Its objectives were to consider the 
notions of art in community (rural-urban) through a hosting, visiting and travelling programme in 
collaboration with a series of communities and institutions across Scotland. Each place hosted 
the visitors and discussed a topic. 
Four curators with a keen interest in socially engaged art were invited and each of them had 
selected one younger/emerging curator interested in the above issues. Participating Curators 
were:  

• Mary Jane Jacob, USA and Gibran Villalobos, both School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, USA 

• Luiz Vergara, Director, Museo de Arte Contemporanea, MAC, Niteroi, Brazil and 
Jessica Gogan, MESA (Mediation, Encounters, Society and Art), Brazil/Ireland 

• Ernesto Pujol, Cuba/USA and Nuno Sacramento, Director SSW, Scotland/Portugal 
• Claudia Zeiske, Deveron Arts, Scotland/Germany and Gayle Meikle, independent 

curator, Glasgow/Scotland 
 
In April/May they travelled across Scotland on trains for a week, visiting other art organisations, 
to include SSW in Lumsden, Timespan in Helmsdale, ATLAS on Skye, IOTA in Inverness 
discussing the notions of: 
 
1.         Conversation + Dialogue 
2.         Community + Place 
3.         Travel + Remoteness 
4.         Urban/Rural Dialogue  
 
On Saturday 4 May they came together in Huntly, with around 40 invited participants, for a final 
symposium reflecting on the above themes within the topic of Hospitality + Visiting. 
 

  
 
A publication was in print at the time of writing this report. 
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Stuart McAdam – Lines Lost 
 
 

First, the industry must be of a size and pattern suited to modern conditions and prospects. In 
particular, the railway system must be modeled to meet current needs. 

Harold Macmillan 
 
A project tracing the route of former railway lines that were cut as a result of the 
Beeching Report in 1963 
 
Stuart McAdam came to Huntly from Glasgow during summer 2013. 
 
Looking at our core values, to explore, research and celebrate the human pace for and with 
people from all walks of life, Stuart was invited to develop a project tracing the routes of the 
former Portsoy to Huntly railway line, which was cut as a result of the infamous Beeching Report 
50 years ago.  
The North of Scotland was one of the areas most affected by the Beeching cuts, stopping train 
routes such as Aberdeen - Inverurie, Aberdeen - Keith - Elgin, Huntly to Banff and Portsoy, 
Banff - Tillynaught, Fraserburgh - St Combs, Elgin - Lossimouth, Aberdeen - Ballater and 
Fraserburgh, Maud - Peterhead and Aviemore - Elgin via Inverness.  
Many of those that crossed the county have never been replaced by other forms of public 
transport making journeys difficult and adding hours to travel time for those not having access to 
private cars. Passengers since have to travel south to Aberdeen or north to Elgin to get 
connections often having long waits between buses.  
Through a series of performative walks with all kinds of people along the former route, 
McAdam’s aim was to bring into focus the historic and contemporary concerns surrounding our 
transport legacy. 
Through walking the former Portsoy-Huntly track again and again, people were to see him 
reawaken the route that has been subsumed into the landscape - like remains of ghostly traces 
of the line that once linked communities. Linking natural with industrial and social history of the 
past 50 years he interrogated the historical, cultural and contemporary resonances through a 
series of documented walks. 
During his research McAdam also uncovered former parts of the railways line in Tillynaught, 
which he uncovered with the help of Axel, the landowner.  
 
 

  
 
Lines Lost sparked a lot of interest as well re-awakening peoples memories of the former route, 
culminating in a final event at the former Portsoy Railway Station (now the local Scout Hall) 
where the artist shared his findings and relevant documentation from the project. 
The artist was invited to the Edinburgh Art Festival, where on 1 August, he gave a guided walk 
along the Innocent Railway Path, the route of the capital's first railway line which was closed in 
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1968. This then lead into a panel discussion about art and walking and journeying taking the 
audience through the history of the railways in Scotland.  
Other speakers were Nina Coulson, co-founder of MOVEMENT a gallery based on Platform 2, 
Worcester Foregate St. Railway Station; Derek Halden, a civil engineer who has been involved 
in many path infrastructure projects connecting people and places, railway projects connecting 
places to cities, and community station projects which connect paths to railways; Ellie 
Harrison, artist and coordinator of the Bring Back British Rail campaign, the 'collective voice of 
disgruntled rail passengers and disheartened train employees, demanding a re-unified national 
rail network run for people not profit'; and David Spaven, a campaigner as well as a transport 
consultant used by Scottish and UK transport agencies.  
In August, as part of the Room to Roam festival, McAdam led a walk with Simon 
Yates (Mountaineer from book and film 'Touching the Void'), along the former railway line from 
Portsoy. This was followed by a talk by Simon Yates, and a discussion exploring the different 
ways we experience places through walking; from the extreme to the ramble to the slow 
investigation. 
In conjunction with the Huntly Hairst, on 8 September, the artist was given a stall at the Huntly 
Mart. On this occasion McAdam offered a display of his findings and a workshop providing 
opportunities to get involved and learn more about his project. 
Following the residency Stuart McAdam has been invited to show the work produced in Huntly 
at the RSA in Edinburgh as part of the Generation programme. 
 
Town Collection: a mobile stile forms the town collection piece, that can be situated in various 
places of the route; where needed. 
Website: http://www.stuartmcadam.com 
Publication: in production at the time of writing this report 
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The Caravan Gallery – Pride of Place 
 
 

Seriously thought provoking, distressingly perceptive, beautifully absurd 
The Caravan Gallery 

 
 

A project exploring the ordinary and extraordinary details of life in Huntly 
 
The Caravan Gallery are based in Portsmouth and came to Huntly in August 2013 to do their 
project Pride of Place. 
 
Addressing our philosophy to focus on community and the value of the town’s history and 
identity, Chris Teasdale and Jan Williams were invited to undertake their The Caravan Gallery - 
Pride of Place project in Huntly; a social-engaged project exploring people’s everyday 
relationship to place. 
 

  
 
The Caravan Gallery is a gallery in a caravan and a socially engaged visual arts project run by 
artist duo Jan Williams and Chris Teasdale. Since 2000 they have been recording the ordinary 
and extraordinary details of everyday life in 21st Century Britain and beyond, sharing their 
observations in publications, specially devised exhibitions in The Caravan Gallery and venues 
ranging from empty shops to prestigious art galleries. 
 
For a month, The Caravan Gallery opened the doors to their mustard coloured caravan in 
Huntly town square, allowing the community to visit and contribute to the development of their 
project. Using a ‘creation zone’ the duo engaged with the community of Huntly to gather 
information and create what they called ‘an alternative tourist office’, offering the opportunity for 
visitors to create Huntly postcards, bring souvenirs and share stories and information about the 
Town and surroundings. 
 
From Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm, Jan and Chris were in the Square engaging with 
people, exhibiting their Huntly photographs and asking people to contribute. They found that 
being situated opposite the bus stop was a great place to attract visitors who were passing time 
waiting for a bus. Some visitors came by every day for a chat, and others only approached 
towards the end of the month, after their curiosity being piqued by the Caravan’s everyday 
presence in the Square. 
 
Publication: Huntly/Pride of Place - a full colour book with images and an interview between 
Jan, Chris and Claudia Zeiske has been produced in 2014. 
Town Collection: Currently under negotiation with Aberdeenshire Council to be displayed in the 
bus stop. 
Website: http://www.thecaravangallery.co.uk 
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Mackay of Uganda  
 
 

‘Give me room to move my feet’.  
Mildred Kiconco Barya 

 
An exploration into the journey, life and work of Alexander Mackay. 
 

 
 
A foot print exploration with a team of African and European artists including Rocca Gutteridge, 
Jacques Coetzer and Claudia Zeiske in the Rwenzori Mountains, Uganda. 
 
In 1876, Alexander McKay an Aberdeenshire loon from Rhynie near Huntly went to Uganda 
carrying round a heavy printing press to disseminate his views of civilization and Christianity. By 
introducing script to the Lugandan language, he also employed his scientific knowledge, 
engineering and road making skills. Was he there to also expand the British Empire, directly or 
indirectly? What was his impact on the life of people in Uganda today? Questions that have the 
rightful potential to send the conversation in a predictable, "colonial finger pointing" direction. 
But there is also a more pragmatic side to the story: like the adventure tourists today, - the 
explorers and missionaries first and foremost were curious and through their wanderlust, spread 
the early seeds of globalization, whether for good or for bad. Humankind evolves through 
constant exploration and migration along trade routes.  
 
In following the Room to Roam principle a group of African and European artists walked the 
human pace through a six day Slow Marathon in the tropical Rwenzori mountains, the 
Mountains of the Moon. Trying to tread lightly but think deeply, they carried a small printing 
press leaving temporary traces as their footprints washed away, occasionally, standing on a 
mountain with the mists lifting to reveal a clear view of the sky and the valley below across the 
now closed Congolese border.  
The journey formed the research basis of the project ‘The Lubare and the Boat’ which started 
with artists Sanaa Gateja and Xenson in 2014 in collaboration with the Ugandan Arts Trust. 
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Hielan’ Ways 
 

There is a burial cairn on a hillside in Glenbuchat  
where died Alexander Davidson, "Last of the Gentleman Poachers". 

 
 
The rediscovery of trading routes connecting the Aberdeenshire heartland with 
Cairngorm Highlands 
 
The Hielan' Ways were once the local name for the routes that connected the market town of 
Huntly over the Clashmach to remoter districts in the hill country to the west. It was a vital link 
for those who lived along its way, enabling the flow of people, goods and livestock along the 
tracks between the "Capital of Strathbogie" and communities in the Upper Deveron, the glens of 
Strathdon, the tributaries of the Spey and beyond. Its distances were covered at walking pace. 
 
Deveron Arts has invited a number of artistic responses to the landscape Huntly and the 
Cairngorms: 
 
 
• Simone Kenyon – In the Footsteps of Nan Shepherd 
 
 

But in the climbing ecstasy of thought, Ere consummation, ere the final peak. 
Nan Shepherd 

 
A long distance round walk looking at issues, plights and pleasures of women walking in 
wilderness today. 
 
London based walking artist Simone Kenyon has explored the former trading routes of the 
Hielan' Ways during autumn and winter 2013-14. For this she took the auto ethnographical 
approach of Aberdeenshire poet and keen walker Nan Shepherd, who often found inspiration 
while walking in the Cairngorms and Aberdeenshire. 
 

  
 
Simone has been walking and establishing a long distance route from Huntly into the Cabrach 
and Glenlivet area and back. This route would be favoured by people who want a wilder walk 
through atmospheric lowlands and solitary experiences of walking in this kind of landscape. She 
has developed work in response to the routes’ environment throughout the 4 seasons, inspired 
by the experiential nature of walking as a female artist and the writing of Nan Shepherd. 
 
Simone has explored this area in depth and has engaged with the Glenbuchat community, 
visiting their homes and asking them about the area. John and Sylvia Toovey of Chapeltown, 
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the caretakers at Scalan Seminary in particular have opened up some of the buildings that are 
usually closed for the visitors.  

 
Simone has set up a blog to track the development of her project 
http://hielanwaywalking.wordpress.com/ this is still in development. 
 
Some of the events related to Simone’s project have been: 
 
In the footsteps of Nan Shepherd a walk and talk with mountaineering comedian Andy 
Kirkpatrick. This collaboration explored and compared the auto-ethnographical approaches of 
Simone’s exploration of the Hielan' Ways route and Andy Kirkpatrick's work as an author and 
speaker of his experiences as a mountaineer. Andy Kirkpatrick is an experienced mountaineer 
who specialises in big wall climbing and winter expeditions as well as being a best-selling 
author. This walk gave participants the opportunity to learn more about walking in the 
Aberdeenshire landscape, reflecting on the different ways of walking and enjoying the outdoors, 
from a meditative experience to a personal challenge. The group completed a series of 
exercises including observing the landscape from a new perspective (upside down through your 
legs) or with your eyes closed and being guided by a partner, how does one experience it 
differently. After the walk the participants enjoyed a hearty lunch and listened to Andy 
Kirkpatrick’s entertaining adventure stories.  
 
Footsteps through the Cabrach, Simone Kenyon invited the community to join a talk about her 
project so far, which included readings from Nan Shepherd’s and her own work inspired by the 
landscape and sound recordings and photographs from her walks. She also invited those 
people that she had met along the way, and stayed with, for a dinner to thank them for their 
hospitality and involvement in the project. This was a great opportunity for the people Simone 
had met out on her walk to understand the project further within a hospitable setting. 
 
Walk with Mark Stephens, BBC Radio Scotland Out of Doors presenter joined us and Simone 
Kenyon for a walk with members of the community around some of the old drovers routes of the 
Hielan’ Ways. The walk went by Scalan Seminary in the Braes of Glenlivet. Here the caretaker 
was available to give a history of the only place in Scotland where young men were trained to 
be priests. The builder who renovated the site for reopening in the 1990s was also on hand to 
explain the difficulties that the building had faced and how they had been overcome. Later, 
Simone pointed out two large rocks at the side of the path and told walkers that it was a local 
test of strength to balance one on top of the other, this led to several walkers testing their 
strength! The walk was followed by a talk by Mark who delved into the complexities of enjoying 
and describing landscape through the medium of radio ( and recording). 
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Walk into Sound, with Ross Whyte, an Aberdeen based composer, and researcher on audio-
visual intermedia. The participants of all ages collected sounds from Huntly and it’s forested 
surroundings to create a collection of sound compositions back in the studio. 
 
Students from Gray’s College of Art – A day at Blackwater in the Cabrach. The students 
engaged with the wilderness of the landscape by having the opportunity to experience it for a 
day and learned from Simone about the methodology she has employed for the project. The 
day before they spent exercising a variety of walking techniques; e.g. blind walking, backwards 
walking – all with the aim to learn how to see. 

 
Publication: in production 
 
 
• Paul Anderson – The Symphony Way 
 
 

Be the melody in the symphony of your life 
Jonathan Lockwood Huie 

 
A new composition for symphony by fiddler Paul Anderson inspired by the Hielan' Ways. 
 
Paul Anderson is a world-renowned fiddler, known for his ability to perform in a style true to his 
instrument and its traditions. He comes from an Aberdeenshire farming family and was keen to 
experience and explore this historic use of the landscape in which he walks. Paul has been 
walking the Hielan’ Ways routes near his home in Tarland to feed a symphony he is writing 
inspired by the landscape. Paul says that he often walks and sits in the landscape, and these 
experiences are what he wants the music to invoke in others.  
 
Through a number of solitary walks of the Hielan' Ways circuit, Paul has been composing a 
number of tunes inspired by the culture, countryside and places of the walk. Together they form 
the symphony. 
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These compositions were shared with the community through talks, workshops and concerts. 
They will be recorded for posterity and made available to the wider public through a symphony 
written for Scottish folk instruments. 
 
Paul’s symphony is now written and is being typeset by experts for launch later this year. 
 
The Symphony Way Walk: As part of the project Paul also invited a group of walkers to join him 
on his ‘Symphony Way’ to hear about how he has been inspired by the landscape. This was 
followed by a music session in Paul’s local pub. 
 
School workshops, Paul was going into the local Secondary school to work with the students; 
doing a jamming session over a morning with the younger students, followed by a series of 
composition workshops inspired by the landscape with the older students. These compositions 
were then played in the Primary school assembly, with one of the compositions played by Paul 
himself. 
 
Town Collection: tbc 
Publication: the symphony in manuscript form will be ready for the Hielan’ Ways symposium 
 
 
• Alec Finlay – The Golden Mountain 
 

Can’t we imagine people who have colour concepts which are other than ours…? 
Ludwig Wittgenstein, Remarks on Colour  

 
A project about the place-names that are embedded in the Scottish landscape  
 
The Scottish landscape is over-written with names, many printed on maps, many more held in 
people’s memories. Despite the intermittently dour hues of the climate, many names derive from 
colours, and, are colourful. This lexicon bears the influence of Norse, Gaelic, Pictish, and Scots, 
as well as English, sometimes reflecting confusions and conflicts between these cultures. The 
names are poetic, but they invariably refer to reality, and can be traced back to elements of the 
landscape. Sometimes this reality is at odds, as with the English name, The Cairngorms, The 
Blue Hills, and the Gaelic, Am Monadh Ruadh, The Red Hills. 
 
For The Golden Mountain, place names, and their locations, are combined to compose walks 
along the drovers roads past the forests, the burns and the settlements. The walks are 
represented as texts, derived from translations of the names, and innovative colour mappings. 
In the process, some of the origin, history, and poetics of the names are revealed. 
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• Ron Brander, local artist and historian 
 
Ron Brander is a local artist and historian, he has been undertaking a history writing project on 
the Hielan’ Ways, complemented by a wide range of photographs of the area, based on 
intensive research of a considerable number of primary and secondary sources, current and 
antiquarian, from published works to farmers' diaries to newspaper archives. Much of the source 
material is little known, difficult to trace or access, and potentially vulnerable to disappearing 
altogether. 
  
The output will be an attempt to gather into one place and share as much detail as possible of 
the extremely rich, diverse, and often astonishing social and cultural heritage and history of that 
wide upland territory which can loosely be defined as the Hielan' Ways Network.  
  
A key objective is to (re-)discover any and all references to former routes and track ways 
through that wide territory and to place them in their various contexts.   
The research is generally restricted to eras before the widespread advent of steam locomotion, 
when feet, both human and equine, were the "sole" means of progressing through the 
landscape. 
  
The content seeks to demonstrate how that seemingly remote terrain, largely devoid 
of inhabitants in the present day, was historically and strategically connected up to major north-
south "highways" in earlier times, and highly influential upon outcomes of regional and national 
importance. 
 
This archive will be translated into a book later this year. 
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Jacques Coetzer + The Caravan Gallery – Aberdeenshire Ways 
 
 

Local character' is thus no mere accidental old-world quaintness, as its mimics think and say. 
Patrick Geddes 

A project about regional identity 
 
Aberdeenshire Ways is a project exploring the identity and uniqueness of the region through its 
people, colour and ways of life. In November and December 2013, The Caravan Gallery and 
artist Jacques Coetzer started in Ballater, the birthplace of visionary botanist-turned-urban 
planner, Patrick Geddes (1854-1932) who advised us to "think globally and act locally". His 
holistic approach to community planning grew from his keen observation of nature. It embraced 
life in all its fullness and saw the relationship between small and large firmly rooted in everyday 
reality, recognizing the importance of economic wellbeing. 
 
From Ballater the team took a circular route following the River Dee past Banchory all the way 
to the North Sea; then continued through the Aberdeenshire farming heartland back to the 
foothills of the Cairngorms past the rivers Don and Deveron. By foot and road they visited cove 
towns and fishing ports, commuter places and market towns, gathering up the colours of the 
land, the global and local heroes on the way. Their findings have been collated as a report for 
Aberdeenshire to inform their branding initiative and are currently being organised for a 
publication. Sponsored by Aberdeenshire Council, this project was and is an ideal exploration of 
how the ‘town is the venue’ programme can be transferable in other settings. 
 
 

  
 
 
Town Collection: tbc 
Publication: in production  
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Catrin Jeans – Cultural Health Visitor 
 
Prevention is better than a cure 

 
The Cultural Health Visitor assists in community communication and education; adopting tried 
and tested approaches of community health practitioners to help nurture people's Cultural 
Health. Catrin Jeans joined the team as Cultural Health Visitor in summer 2013. Since then she 
has been busy with both conceptualising the idea of what cultural health means, as well as 
designing a series of projects that tie in with our programme of guest artists. 
 
The methodologies she is adopting include: 
 

• working in partnership with families, individuals and groups  
• running consultations for individuals and groups  
• helping people realise their ideas by listening, supporting and advising  
• outreach to local community groups and schools  
• fostering links with local health service practitioners and with existing schemes that 

connect culture with health  
 
She kicked off her role by organising a car boot sale and ‘Staycation’ event in Huntly square for 
our Room to Roam festival in August 2013. The Staycation included a beach for playing and 
relaxation, a café featuring signature menu snacks, entertainment from local groups, including a 
sing along of the Room to Roam anthem and fundraising and car boot sale stalls from a large 
selection of local creative groups. 
 

 
 
The CHV has been getting to know the community through meetings with local people and 
workers, contributing to community groups such as the brownies, small actions like commuter 
coffee mornings and connections to the Cultural Fund Winners.  
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She also helps the artists in residence to connect with the community, setting up meetings and 
activities related to their projects, and providing a consistent connection between Deveron Arts 
and the community that can be lost after short residencies. 

 
Huntly Cultural Fund Networking Event 
As a result of the Room to Roam festival many of the Cultural Fund winners who participated 
were keen to get the opportunity to speak to each other to find common goals, share ideas and 
concerns and find out what everyone else was doing with their funding. As a result we hosted a 
speed networking event with 53 of the winners who came for a Christmas themed event hosted 
by Catrin. All the participants circulated the room with 3 minutes to speak to a particular group 
or person. This was complemented by a light supper from the Huntly Signature Menu. 
 
Pursuing leisure on the Hielan’ Ways  
Outdoor adventure hobbies originate from a past way of life, when there is a need to survive in 
remote wildernesses. Pursuers of leisure have adopted these traditional methods of food 
gathering and working as a source of weekend entertainment. Catrin Jeans has worked with the 
Huntly Brownies to identify the different outdoor hobbies practised within the Hielan' Ways 
landscape. They started by discussing what hobbies they liked to do outside and how in the 
past some of these were used as ways of living/methods of working in the wilderness. They 
went on to undergo activities on animal tracking, map-making, camouflaging, snowshoe making, 
fly-fishing and hiking. The Brownies then created a range of prototypes for a ‘recreationally 
surviving’ kit and tested them out. These prototypes were then used as part of an exhibition at 
the Collective Gallery in Edinburgh entitled ‘The Great Outside’. In return for all their hard work 
the Brownies earned a new ‘Recreationally Surviving’ badge to add to their sash. 
 

 
 
Burns/Shepherd Lunch This community lunch celebrated not only Robert Burns, but tied 
in with the Hielan’ Ways project by looking at the Victorian writer and solo female walker 
Nan Shepherd. Around 30 members of the community joined us for Haggis, Neeps and 
Tatties, with readings and interpretations of Shepherd’s and Burn’s work. Some local 
students from the Gordon Schools participated by playing the pipes and doing some 
readings, while two PhD students from the University of Aberdeen came to share their 
knowledge about Nan Shepherd. The lunch was also accompanied by fiddle playing from 
Paul Anderson, and music and the address to the Haggis by Jake Williams. The lunch was 
cooked in conjunction with the ladies from the Silver Darlings health and walking group, 
who got stuck in with chopping, boiling and serving. Invited guests came from the Huntly 
Writers group and the Gordon Schools, English, Art and other departments, it was a very 
popular event and we could not accommodate everyone who wanted to attend. Overall it 
was a fantastic celebration of the day. 
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Farmers’ Markets 
Catrin is creating a more cohesive and community feel to our Farmers’ Market stall, selling the 
Huntly Signature Loaf from last year’s Town is the Menu project. The idea is to ask community 
groups to take part every month and use the exposure as fundraising or awareness raising 
opportunities. 
 
Oaks and Amity 
Catrin contributed to the Gordon Schools’ 175th anniversary parade, which remembered all the 
wars that have taken place over the lifetime of the school and the pupils who lost their lives 
fighting in them. On the day, oak wreathes made in collaboration with Huntly Cubs and 
residents from the James Presley Sheltered Housing court were laid down at our war memorial 
and Rhynie Woman handed out ration food boxes. We also started our recruitment drive for 
people to help plant the Beuys oaklings, in autumn when Caroline Wendling comes for the Oaks 
and Amity project.  
 
Young mothers 
Over the 18 months of her Cultural Health Visitor role Catrin is adopting various health 
practitioners’ approaches. One of which is Early Interventions: engaging mums-to-be, new 
babies and families in activities and new experiences so that children are exposed to culture 
and art at an early stage of their lives. Catrin has been running a series of events including 
hosting evening sessions for expectant mums as a chance for them to get together and share 
their experiences, and a ‘bring-your-own-baby club’, which includes film afternoons, outings and 
DIY sensory play!  This all connects to London-based walking artist Clare Qualmann’s project 
Perambulator, which was planned for later in 2014. 
 
Slow Marathon prep 
Catrin has reinstated the Deveron Arts mileage counter to log walks and add up miles to 
complete a marathon in people’s own time, for those who can not take part in the Slow 
Marathon, or for those who are training. Allowing them to achieve a marathon simply by going 
about their daily business!  
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2. Other Projects and Events 
 
 
Walking Institute 

 
• Diane Smith worked with us until August 2013 as the project manager. 
• Norma Hunter worked with us a programme assistant and Hazel McLaren as 

Fundraiser between September and December 2013.  
• It was decided that Walking Institute activities would be brought in house to be 

managed by the team. 
• The steering group decided that the Walking Institute would be nested within Deveron 

Arts. 
• Work began on a new website incorporating an exciting new interactive map. 
• The steering group meets every six months, on the panel are Chair – Prof Dee Heddon, Prof 

Tim Ingold, Jason Williamson, Michael Hoepfner and Ron Brander. 
 
We have also held a number of walking related events: 
 
• Lunchtime walk for a creative Scotland Claudia hosted a walk in Edinburgh with staff 

from Creative Scotland. 
 

• Summer solstice walks with Anne Murray Anne Murray guided walkers to the source 
of the River Deveron on the summer solstice. 

 
• Weekly lunchtime and evening walks in the locality Local people joined the team for 

walks around Huntly at lunchtimes and after work. 
 

• Huntly shopkeepers’ walking match and talk Ron Brander’s research of the Huntly 
Express archives discovered the shopkeepers’ walking match, the Walking Institute 
hosted a modern day shopkeepers walk on a shorter version of the route. Afterwards 
Ron Brander gave a talk about the walking traditions of Huntly. 

 
• Wild food walk and pop up kitchen Wild Food expert Dan Puplett took a group of 

around 20 on a walk around Huntly to discover edible items growing in the wild. 
Afterwards Rob McKenna hosted a wild food kitchen with a variety of wild food 
offerings. This walk informed a publication called Nature’s Larder, which included 
information on foragable wild foods around the Huntly area, at all times of year, and 
suggested recipes. 
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• Navigation skills and hillcraft course – A 6 week introductory course to Mountaineering 
Skills by Malcolm Duckworth. 

 
• Response from the River – Anne Murray presented her poem to the Turriff Angling 

Society at the opening of the River Deveron. 
 

• Steps to Inspiration a walk with local poet Maureen Ross around Huntly that was used 
as inspiration for writing a poem, in the same way that Nan Shepherd used walking to 
inspire her work.  
 

• New Moon Wander and Wonder Sandra Brantingham led participants through the 
wonders of the Night Sky of the north east of Scotland on the night of the December 
new moon.  
 

• Walk Talks Four popular talks were organised to share local walkers’ experiences of 
walking all over the world. The talks included the Rwenzori Mountains of Uganda, 
Kilimajaro Ascent, Trekking in Ladakh, India and New Zealand from North to South. 
 

• World Snow Day: Snowshoe making workshop, a workshop looking at ways to explore 
the outdoors in all weather, using materials available in our natural surroundings to 
create survival tools. Facilitated by Catrin Jeans. 

 
• Caminhada Silenciosa - Silent Walk led by artist Vivian Caccuri at Niterói's coast in 

Rio; video in the making. This project, sponsored by MAC Niterói gave the opportunity 
to showcase the Walking Institute work in other settings. 
 

• Nelson Mandela Memorial Walk – 19 times around Huntly square to commemorate 19 
years of democracy in South Africa, led by South African artist, Jacques Coetzer. 
 

• Stuart McAdam revisited Huntly in January to finish off his project. He completed 
walks with more members of the local community and took a group of students from 
Grays School of Art out to walk the route. 

 
 
 
Other Events 
 
• Christmas Events - Deveron Arts and Huntly Development Trust are too small to have their own 

Christmas do, so we had a Christmas lunch together and invited other organisations with only a 
few employees to join us.  
 

• Citizen of the Year – Claudia received the Huntly Citizen of the year accolade 2013. On the day 
of the presentation we also brought the Caravan Gallery to the square during the local 
Christmas lights switch on. 

 
• Winter Solstice Clashmach Walk - On winter solstice we organised a walk up the Clashmach at 

7.45 in the morning to see the sunrise on the shortest day of the year. 
 

• Creative Place Ceilidh - In collaboration with HDT we ran a community event informing about 
the Creative Place award and the Huntly Cultural Fund; followed by a Ceilidh. 

 
• NEOS - Deveron Arts contributed to North East Open Studios, we included our Town Collection 

and also hosted an exhibition of the work of the late Michaela Rae, a former pupil at the Gordon 
Schools and previous winner of the Creative Cup. 
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• Huntly Outdoor Summer School – A selection of fun activities for young people during the 
school holidays. 

 
• Lines Lost at Aberdeen Model Railway fair - Stuart McAdam showed his work from his project 

Lines Lost. 
 

• Mbereko at the National Gallery of Zimbabwe - 2013 artist in residence Nancy Mteki 
exhibited her photos, taken in Huntly, at the National Gallery of Zimbabwe in 
January/February. The show was complimented by a mother and toddler group which 
took place inside the museum walls; recreating Nancy’s experiences with her daughter 
Kayla in Scotland. A great example of how socially engaged art can create a network 
with people and places.  
 

• Marrakech Biennial - In February Claudia and Kate went to the Marrakech Biennale to 
seek out artists for our future programming from across the African continent, the 
report from the trip is available at deveronarts.wordpress.com. Having met with 
Hassan Hajjaj he will be visiting us in the near future to research a project in Huntly.  
 

• Huntly at the Winter Olympics - Deveron Arts helped celebrate the Huntly Cross 
Country Skiiers events at the Olympics. Andrew Musgrave, Posy Musgrave, Calum 
Smith and Andrew Young who all trained at the Huntly Nordic Ski Centre, skiied in 
Sochi this year. Well wishers gathered to watch and wish them support at the Deveron 
Arts office, where public Sochi screenings were set up.  
 

• Practical Kitchen Gardening - A growing national focus on seasonality and seasonal 
eating emphasises both the economy and the joy of stretching our imagination and 
skills to get the best from our kitchen gardens. This workshop, run by a local market 
gardener, looked at practical approaches to growing vegetables and fruit. 
 

 
 
Town Collection 
 
Deveron Arts Town Collection has seen continuous maintenance work by the Shadow Curator 
Interns. New work by the following artists have been accessioned to the collection: 
 
Celia - Yunior – Faceloop map, Huntly Bowling Club 
Anne Murray – Ode to a River, Turriff Angling Society 
Michael Hoepfner – Drumblade Primary School 
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Creative Challenge Award 
 

This year’s Creative Challenge Award has gone to Sophie Lawson. She was 
chosen by teachers from the Gordon School in collaboration with Deveron 
Arts staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Huntly Cultural Fund 
 
The Huntly Cultural Fund was launched for local cultural groups to apply for funding to make 
Huntly and area an even more creative place with projects that reflected the year of Natural 
Scotland in 2013 or the Year of Homecoming in 2014. There were a total of 68 applicants and 
38 of them won funding. The projects included Huntly Music Summer School, Community PA 
equipment, Thighs the Limit – a local pedicab project, Rhynie Woman – A Pictish Café and a 
plethora of other performance, craft, music and education activities.  

 
Over the year the Cultural Fund Winners took part in a number of events organised by Catrin 
Jeans, the Cultural Health Visitor. These included the Room to Roam Festival in the Square, 
where Cultural Fund winners set up stalls showcasing their projects and the Speed meet event 
which gave all the Cultural Fund winners the opportunity to share their projects and ideas. 
 
Projects will continue until the end of 2014.
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4. Capital Development and Purchases 
 
Library 

• A large number of books to continue building our walking and art library 

 

Other Purchases 

• 2 x laptops for Walking Office 
• Shelving for Walking Office 
• Kitchen improvements  
• 10 sets of Nordic Walking poles 
• Path making equipment – 10 Hard wearing gardening gloves, 3 pruning saws, 10 secateurs 
• Mountain Bike for Jacques Coetzer during Aberdeenshire ways 
• MAC for Jacques Coetzer during Aberdeenshire ways 
• GPS 
• Kitchen equipment for Brander Building and Old Road 
• Laptop stands 

 
 
 
5. Publications & CD Launches 
 

• NorthEast/Nordeste : Ceildihcatu, Allysson Velez, CD with text from Luis Vergara 

• Singing the Deveron, Jake Williams, launched at COAST festival and Moray Walking 

Festival 

• The River Deveron, Anne Murray, launched at COAST festival and Moray Walking 

Festival 

• Mbereko, Nancy Mteki, a selection of greetings cards with an extract from Kith by Jay 

Griffiths 

• Rite of Way: Reclaiming a Minor Path, Alan Macpherson 

 
 
6. Networking and Training 
 
Walking Lunches  
have been carried out with a great variety of people from all walks of life; including engage 
Scotland board along Jacob’s ladder in Edinburgh, Maria Perkins/Huntly Mental Health, Ron Brander, 
Christiane Bernhardt/SC Intern 
 
Meetings 
Deveron Arts staff attended meetings and events: 
 
• CZ has been voted on the board of engage Scotland; meetings 4 x a year (CZ) 
• Creative Place Meeting at Creative Scotland (CZ) 
• Festival of Thrift (NH) 
• Visit to Ugandan Arts Trust. Gave a talk and arranged a walk. Also undertook numerous studio 

visits. (CZ) 
• Oct: Bringing German Tourists to Aberdeenshire Course (CZ) 
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• Visit to Venice biennial (with Louise Scullion) with a view to apply for the Venice + Scotland 
2015 biennial. (CZ) 

• Aberdeenshire Business Stars (Chamber of Commerce). (CZ) 
• Attended Marr Area Partnership AGM to give Town Collection Walk (KS) 
• Halloween and Hairst Committees (KS) 
• Post Box Opening and Talk – an exhibition by Tim Knowles, Timespan, Helmsdale (KS) 
• Attended Translocation Festival Events at Timespan, Helmsdale (KS) 
• Crawl Inclusive (Impact Conference and Scottish Print festival), Dundee (KS) 
• SSW, Bennachie Project Final Event (KS) 
• Meetings with Maggie Maxwell (British Coucil/ Brazil connection (CZ) 
• Meeting with Amanda Catto – future of DA funding (CZ) 
• Meeting with Deirdre McKenna – Stills departing Director (CZ) 
• Meeting with Calum Murray – FCS (CZ) 
• Meeting with Aberdeenshire Council, Be part of the Picture team (CZ/KS) 
• Meeting with Kate Gray and Siobhan Carroll from the Collective, Edinburgh (CJ) 
• Meeting with Louise from Showroom, London (CJ) 
• Visit to London; on residency at Studio Voltaire and attended the Manual Labours reading group 

at the HSBC HQ (CJ) 
• Attended the Manual Labours reading group at the HSBC HQ (CJ) 
• Took part in Bob and Roberta Smith’s Art Party Conference in Scarborough (CJ) 
• MassArt’ Tunis (CZ) 
• Emilia Sabiu, Cherimus, Sardegna (CZ) 
• Alan Melrose, Walks for Health (CZ) 
• Rocca Gutteridge, Ugandan Arts Trust (CZ) 
• COAT: Murray Swap (CZ) 
• Glenlivet Community Development Trust and Estate (CZ) 
• Land Use workshop with Hatton Institute (CZ/KS) 
• AB54 Health Group (CJ) 
• Inspire exhibition at the Stewarts Hall (CJ) 
• Early Years Development Group (CJ) 
• Glasgow International Festival Opening (CJ) 
• Curator Jesper Ericsson, The Gordon Highlanders Museum (CJ) 
• Cultural and Creative Enterprises in the North East, RGU Aberdeen (CJ) 
• Visit to Marrakech Biennal (CZ/KS) 
• Attended opening of ‘In the Shadow of the Breast’ (SSW event) (KS) 
• Visit to various art venues in Bristol (CZ) 

 
 
On behalf of Deveron Arts, staff presented several talks, including: 

• Talk on Slow Marathon at Steep Trail conference: Contemporary Artists in the Footstepps of 
John Muir, Musselburgh (CZ) 

• Panel Discussion participant at Walk On Festival, Northumberland (CZ) 
• Presentation to the Marr Partnership Ward 16 forum (DS) 
• Presentation to the board of Moray Walking Festival (DS) 
• Presentation to On Walking Conference, Sunderland (DS) 
• Talk at Walk On festival in Northumberland (CZ) 
• visit to Brazil: talk at the Mercosul Biennial; and talk at the Museum of Contemporary art Niterói 

(CZ) 
• Talk to students at Grays School of Art about being a project manager at DA (KS) 
• Talk at Open School East in London (CZ) 
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Training and other activities 

• Belinda Miller – Head of Economic Development / Aberdeenshire Council visited in relation to 
Creative Place award 

• Navigation Course Attended (DS) 
• UK Border Agency Inspection (KS & CZ) 
• Joined the committee for the Huntly Pipe Band’s Pipes in the Park event in 2014 (CJ) 
• First Aid course (KS) 

 
Visitors 
 
• Mark Harvey, artist from New Zealand with a connection to Huntly NZ and Huntly, Scotland 
• Gayle Chong Kwon, to discuss her project 
• Michael Höpfner, Austria 
• Elissa Levy, artist from New York  
• Janet Starkey, historian who is rewriting a Huntly cookbook that has been published in 1913 
• Janet Archer, CEO Creative Scotland 
• Students from Grays School of Art 
• Artist Tim Knowles 
• Artist Caroline Wendling 
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7. Funding and Thanks 
 
Funding has been granted / received from the following bodies during the course of the year: 
 

Creative Scotland Lottery: core programme (Projects Forming Programmes) 
Creative Scotland: Creative Futures; Creative Place Fund; Apprenticeship scheme 
Adopt an Intern: Internship Funding 
Aberdeenshire Council: Sustainability grant; Place-making programme; Premises; Economic 
Development Grant 
Leader EU: Walking Institute 
Marr Area Top Up Fund: capital equipment (Nordic Walking poles) 
HLF: 3 year hospitality programme 
Forestry Commission: Walking Institute 
Paths for All: Walking Institute 
Glens of Foudland: Walking equipment 
The Art Institute of Chicago: Fernweh publication 
DEANS Shortbread 
 

 
 
We are grateful for the continuous support of all our funders, and the many volunteers in Huntly. 
We thank our board of management and our many partners both in Huntly and further afield. 
There are too many to name them all. 
 

   
 

          
 
 

 


