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I had been relocated from London to Huntly for around two days, when I began 
working at Deveron Arts as Project Intern, in November 2014. The primary reason 
for my relocation was to be close to family, in light of becoming pregnant. However, I 
had been considering a move out of London for quite some time, in search of a 
quieter more hospitable place that would allow for the kind of focus and 
contemplation that felt unattainable in London.  

Whilst living in Huntly I wanted to maintain an active participation within the arts, and 
was pleased to be offered a position that would facilitate this desire. With some 
experience working in visual arts in a school environment, as well as within a gallery 
education program, I had already established an interest in art in a social context. I 
took on the role of Project Intern with the hope that it would offer me the opportunity 
to gain a deeper understanding of what it means to operate as an organisation with 
socially engaged arts at its focus. Beyond my professional curiosity in the work of 
Deveron Arts, I was also keen to gain an insight into the cultural landscape of the 
area, from the perspective of a new Huntly resident.  

The internship ran over the Christmas period, during which there was no artist in 
residence. Initially I was disappointed to miss out on the opportunity to see a project 
develop over the usual three-month residency period. However, Caroline Wendling 
and Anthony Schrag both had projects in their infancy, Aiden O’Rourke visited in 
order to carry out research, and various other affiliated artists were either rounding 
up or beginning projects. It was interesting to see the artists’ varying approaches and 
the working relationship Deveron Arts cultivates with each. Claudia, Kate and Catrin 
were keen to involve myself and the other interns in programming and artist 
meetings, not only to gain and insight into the project trajectories, but also to give us 
the opportunity to contribute in a meaningful way.  

This sense of transparency within the workings of the organisation was largely due to 
the small, friendly and inclusive nature of the team. This is something that I feel like I 
have missed working for larger organisations, which often provide little opportunity to 
gain a broader perspective of the practicalities of running an arts organisation. 

This was particularly useful to me as l co-run a gallery space in the desert region of 
central New Mexico. Currently, this project sees only sporadic activity, but it’s 
something that we hope to run more consistently in the future. Although very 
different to Deveron Arts, I undertook the role of project intern hoping to glean some 
information relating to running a small (but ambitious!) art organisation. I was able to 
access sound advice and inspiration on areas such as funding, archiving, curation 
and the formation of projects. 

As there were no projects running for the duration of my internship, I took on the task 
of organising the physical archive, situated within the office in the Brander Building. 



This was a great opportunity to explore previous projects, through ephemeral 
artefacts collected throughout the projects, as well as photographs and writing.  

The role of the projects intern is diverse- in addition to the archiving I carried out 
work on the contact database, helped with workshops in schools and many events, 
led a tour of the town collection and cooked for many merry communal Friday 
lunches. It was these lunches, often open to the public and well attended by 
members of the community, that encapsulate the organisation’s role as a ‘host’ body 
or social conduit.  

Since leaving my position at Deveron Arts, it is this social element that I will continue 
to enjoy and benefit from as a (now not so) new resident of Huntly.  

 

Lindsay McMillan 

 

 

 

 

 

 


