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Deveron Projects is based in the 
rural market town of Huntly, Scotland. 
We connect artists, communities and 
places through creative research 
and engagement. The town is the 
venue describes the framework in 
which we work and contribute to the 
social wellbeing of our town. We 
inhabit, explore, map and activate the 
place through artist-driven projects. 
Huntly’s small town context, 18th-
century streets and surrounding 
Aberdeenshire countryside offer an 
abundance of possibilities to work with. 
We have engaged with local people, 

and their clubs, choirs, shops, schools, 
churches, bars and discos since 1995.

2016 - 17  saw us focusing on new 
economies, freedom of movement 
and hospitality, both globally and in 
our Aberdeenshire environment.  

A celebratory launch of the White 
Wood - a living monument  to peace 
created with Caroline Wendling 
and the community of Huntly in 
2015 - engaged the community and  
international guests in two days of 
critical discussion and  participatory 
events. 

Ben Macfadyen developed The 
White Wood Story responding to the 
49 oaks. 

Omar Afif explored what exchange 
can do for local cultures with the 
Caravanserai project, sharing fusions 
in food, music and crafts. 

Tim Knowles continued to work on 
his network of howffs and Exploration 
Aids to encourage room to roam. 

Jacques Coetzer turned his 
attention to regeneration with Room 

to Reinvent, consulting with the 
community on Huntly’s future and 
new systems of local economy.

Andrea Geile began an examination 
of energy sites and consequences in 
her creation of a walking route that 
spans Huntly’s Energised Landscape. 

Hanna Tuulikki joined us for a 
research residency, looking at bothy 
ballads and female representation in 
the narratives, finding an interest in 
Mill o’ Tifty’s Annie.

Deveron Projects increased 
it’s participation and partnership 
working, through its Art & Community 
programme. 

We ran 5 internships, raised over 
£210,000, had 1893 followers on 
Facebook and over 
25k sessions on our 
website.

We celebrated 
21 Years of  
The Town is the Venue 
and changed our name 
from Deveron Arts to 
Deveron Projects.

Acorns to Oaks, Brexfast, 
Wild Wood Floristry, 

Futures Thinking, Gimme 
Shelter, Huntly Meets 
Syria, Seasonal Cafe, 

21 Years of Town is the 
Venue, Room to Reinvent, 
New Economies, If Huntly 

was Human
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Introduction

It has, as ever, been a busy year at Deveron Projects - and also a landmark year, with our 21st 
birthday celebrations sparking a deep consideration of where we have come from, what we have 
achieved and where we want to go in the future.  At our birthday party in December we welcomed 
old friends from near and far, a magnificent turn out of the Deveron Arts family to date!  We also 
announced our change of name to Deveron Projects, something which we feel better reflects our 
multi-disciplinary character (although arts will always remain at the heart of everything we do).

During 2016 we devoted a lot of time and thought to our future path and developed a new model 
for working, moving away solely from standard 3 month residencies to a mixture of short research 
visits, residencies and longer commissions.  This is a model that seems best suited to enabling 
us to engage in a deeper, more sustained manner with the issues we are investigating.  Following 
this pattern we have been delighted to welcome artist and musician, Hanna Tuulikki for a research 
period and look forward to working further with her in the future to develop her initial investigation 
into the traditional song from Fyvie, “Tifty’s Annie”.  

Our engagement with our environment and the communities we belong to has continued during 
the year: The White Wood, a project by Caroline Wendling, comprising 49 oak-lets raised from 
acorns from Joseph Beuys 7000 Oaks in Kassel, was officially opened at a community ceremony 
led by Alex Salmond in May. At the opening, we were delighted to welcome a party of Syrian new 
Scots to the wood, as well as many other visitors from far and near.  The sun shone for us and 
made for a wonderful series of events, which celebrated the wood, marked its role as a monument 
to peace and interrogated the future for our environment.  Resident Omar Afif provided food and 
music, while, story-teller, Ben McFadyen’s fable of the wood will be appearing in a publication in 
the near future.

Andrea Geile’s Energised Landscape Slow Marathon in April brought people on foot to Huntly 
over the hills, visiting all manner of energy-rich sites on the way and sparking a consideration of 
what energy means for us here and now. Further afield Tim Knowles has been working on the 
project “Exploration Aids” considering places to shelter within the wilder parts of our landscape.

In the town we welcomed Jacques Coetzer who was finding Room to Reinvent, investigating 
ways to help regenerate the town centre.  He opened a pop-up café and talked to many people to 
try to work out what people wanted and how we might be able to achieve this.  We look forward 
to building on his work in the year to come.

And throughout the year we have continued to welcome visitors from near and far, to take part in 
the life of our town through regular events like the Friday lunches and Farmers’ Market, as well 
as special events such as the Huntly Meets Syria Ceilidh, to nurture our wonderful interns and 
to reach out to other places and people.  I was invited to Trinidad to talk about Deveron Projects 
modus operandi in March this year, a clear demonstration of how our work here has resonance 
with people in places far away.

We look forward to the coming year with renewed appetite and excitement for what we can 
achieve together here in Huntly – and further afield.

Mary Bourne
Chair, Deveron Projects
September 2017



Futures Thinking was a period of community 
consultation and evaluation, bringing us to the 
focus of food culture and town centre regeneration.

We teamed up with Artworks Scotland for a pilot initiative 
investigating quality in partnerships and participation, 
and explored this through our White Wood Gala.

The White Wood Forum brought people together from 
all over the world to celebrate connections between 
peace, art and ecology. The White Wood also received 
a Commendation from the Saltire Society.

Home, hospitality, freedom of movement 
and cultural exchange were at the heart 
of our programme, through cooking, 
discussion, research and sharing.

We worked with YACNE and Engage Scotland 
on youth initiatives, through events such as 
The Gordon Schools walk and Young Folk 
discussion day.

21 Years of the TITV allowed us to take stock of 
our history and think about our future. Not only 
regarding projects and themes, but our archive, 
systems of evaluation and residency structures.



300 Years to Grow  /  Ben Macfadyen 

Duration: December 2015 - November 2016
 
Activities: Storytelling, Planting, Walking, Discussion, Music, Poetry, Cycling
 
Funders/Partners: Creative Scotland / Aberdeenshire Council / Creative Carbon 
Scotland / The Gordon Schools / The Hutton Institute / Artworks Scotland / Explorer 
Scouts
 
Website: deveron-projects.com/white-wood-story

Residency Programme

300 years to grow, 300 years 
to stand, 300 years to die

In early 2016, Ben Macfadyen developed 
The White Wood Story as part of his residency, 
300 Years to Grow. He engaged with Caroline 
Wendling’s White Wood, focusing on aspects 
of pacifism and ecology. By asking the local 
community of Huntly, ‘In 300 years time, what 
will these trees see?’, he triggered reflections 
on current notions of peace and asked how our 
actions will impact future environments.

Ben worked closely on a community 
programme, when he returned to Huntly in 2016, 
to focus on the legacy of the story. Linking with 
local schools, Scouts, Brownies, church groups, 
Orb’s Bookshop, care homes and individuals, 
Ben adapted the story to reflect their responses.

Ben represented various perspectives within the 
story. Focusing on ideas of traditional historical 
narrative, the often-nostalgic accounts of war, 
and today’s pressing environmental concerns.

In the story, Creatures, Trees, Land and Light 
argue over the origins of the White Wood, before 
the Children halt the discussion and point out the 
benefits of varied perspectives. The overarching 
message of the story is that listening and 
communication are crucial for a peaceful future. 

Promoting the White Wood as a community 
space and platform for creative activity, 
Ben worked for several weeks on various 
performances of the White Wood Story with 
different school groups. 

Stories grow and develop as oaks do. We 
will maintain the legacy of this story, with an 
upcoming publication in late-2017, and a plan for 
a regular curricular activity at Gordon Primary.



Caravanserai  /  Omar Afif

Duration: February 
2016 - September 2016

Activities: Music, 
Cooking, Tasting, 
Dance, Building

Funders/Partners: 
Creative Scotland / 
Aberdeenshire Council 
/ The Gordon Schools / 
Tin Hut Sessions / The 
Linden Centre 

Website: 
deveron-projects.com/
caravanserai

An exploration of hospitality, 
mobility and exchange

Omar Afif is a musician, chef and craftsmen 
from Essaouria, on the Moroccan Atlantic coast. 
Drawing from his North African heritage, Omar 
experimented with the concept of the traditional 
Caravanserai: a place of rest for travellers to 
exchange goods, stories, information and skills.

Through Caravanserai, Omar created a network 
of cultural sharing and exchange to demonstrate 
the value of collaboration. This was in the form of 
fusion pop-ups, cookery sessions, craft projects, 
music nights and school workshops.

Omar put together the White Wood Band, hand 
crafting drums and finding local musicians to 
perform a concert in the White Wood. He also 
worked with The Gordon Schools on a musical 
accompaniment for Ben Macfadyen’s White 
Wood Story. His Guembri often acted as the 
starting point to introduce the community to 

Gnawa tradition.
Alongside an exchange of musical knowledge, 

Omar’s aim was to teach the community about 
flavour and fresh cooking. Sourcing local 
vegetables, he was able to create fusion food 
with Moroccan recipes and spices. Omar’s 
Spice Advice was a hit at the Huntly Hairst, even 
making it onto the Deveron Projects’ Christmas 
card. 

Noticing the unhealthy food pupils were eating 
for lunch in town, Omar popped up on The 
Square every few weeks with homemade pizza. 
He offered something they recognised but with 
fresh ingredients.

In September, Caravanserai culminated in 
an evening of music, food and dancing at The 
Stewart’s Hall. 

The project led to the development of Omar’s 
cultural enterprise, focusing on food and sharing, 
with interventions of music and other forms of 
traditional crafts.

Pictured: Ben Macfadyen and Omar Afif public performance of the White Wood Story; Omar teaching and jamming with Farmers’ Market-goers.



“The project would not have been possible 
without the extraordinary commitment of 
the Deveron Projects team, who supported 
my ambitious visions right through the 
year. Huge gratitude is required for the 
teachers, historians, students, care home 
residents and other community members 
that contributed to the creation of The 
White Wood Story. It has been a privilege 
to be a part of this visionary project. There 
is little that is certain about our future, but 
the kindness I experienced in Huntly has 
offered me hope in the truth that we create 
our future.” 
Ben Macfadyen

Pictured: Ben and local Explorer Scouts burning their stag sculpture; Apple pressing at the Farmers’ Market; Gordon Primary School ‘Imagine you’re a tree’ workshop



“Caravanserai was a great way to offer a 
snapshot of North African music and cuisine.
The food was delicious! There was a lovely 
selection of both meat and vegetarian dishes. 
There is something very beautiful about the 
sharing of food in general, isn’t there?
I’m a big fan of Gnawa music so hearing the 
guembri was a treat. A beautiful North African 
ambience was created in the hall, with the 
tents, rugs and lamps.”
Caravanserai Night participant

Pictured: One-to-one Spice Advice at the Hairst; Omar and Alex Salmond at the White Wood Gala parade; Dinner tables at Caravanserai night in the Stewart’s Hall 



Duration: April 2015 - ongoing 
 
Activities: Walking, Discussion, Building, Mapping, Exploration, Navigation

Funders/Partners: Creative Scotland / Marr Estate / Amara Bushcraft / Forestry Commission / 
Henry Moore Foundation

Website: deveron-projects.com/exploration-aids

A network of constructed 
howffs, shelters and aids
   Tim Knowles returned to Huntly in Summer 2016 
to continue his work on howffs to allow access 
and shelter in North East exploration.
Gimme Shelter was a weekend  symposium 

hosted in a temporary ‘off-grid’ structure, designed 
and constructed by Tim. Participants built shelters 
to sleep in overnight and discussed some of the 
issues raised through Tim’s project: land-use, 
management and access, rewilding and our 
relationship to the landscape and nature.
Speakers included Karen Grant from Reforesting 

Scotland’s A Thousand Huts Campaign, Rachel 
Hunt who is writing a PhD exploring the practice, 
heritage and culture of ‘out-dwellings’ in rural 
Scotland at  Glasgow University, and landscape 
archaeologist Colin Shepherd. 
The project will culminate with a launch in early 

2018.

Exploration Aids / Tim Knowles

Pictured: Making shelters with Amara Bushcraft Ventures at Gimme Shelter symposium on Mar Estate; Rock Pile Howff constructed by Tim in 2016



I Stand With Tifty’s Annie / Hanna Tuulikki

A new performance unearthing 
the lore embedded in the land 

Artist, composer and vocalist Hanna Tuulikki 
joined us briefly in Summer 2016 and January 
2017 to begin research for a new performance 
project. 

Exploring places that are embedded within the 
Scottish classical ballads of the North East, she 
concentrated on one particular ballad - Andrew 
Lammie, also known as Mill o’ Tifty and Mill o’ 
Tifty’s Annie.

The ballad tells the story of a young woman who 
falls in love with the Laird of Fyvie’s trumpeter. 
After refusing the Laird’s proposal and speaking 
out to her father, Annie is beaten to death. 

Sadly Annie’s story is still as relevant as it was 
in the Seventeenth Century. Women live with 
many forms of gender inequality, ranging from 
explicit discrimination and breaches of human 
rights, to undermining portrayals of women in the 
media. 

Hanna will return to Huntly in late 2017 to 
develop a performance and musical ensemble, 
exploring the story and ways we can support 
victims of gender inequality.

Duration: July 2016 - ongoing 
 
Activities: Music, Storytelling, Discussion, 
Support, History 

Funders/Partners: Creative Scotland / 
Aberdeenshire Council 

Website: deveron-projects.com/ i-stand-
tiftys-annie

Pictured: Agnes ‘Annie’ Smith’s grave in Fyvie; Illustration by Hanna Tuulikki referencing Annie and the trumpeter



Energised Landscape / Andrea Geile

Duration: August 2016 - April 2017 
 
Activities: Walking, Discussion, Mapping, Eating, Exploring, Energising

Funders/Partners: Creative Scotland / Aberdeenshire Council / Huntly & District Development 
Trust / Scene Connect / Ardmore Distillery / Dean’s of Huntly

Website: deveron-projects.com/energised-landscape

Examining energy sources, 
sites and consequences

Aberdeenshire is a place rich in energetic 
history. From over 100 Neolithic stone circles to 
the more contemporary landscape of wind and 
solar farms, Andrea Geile wanted to map the 
energy of the North East. 

Through Energised Landscape, she examined 
various sites and perspectives of energy, while 
also working with Deveron Projects to develop a 
route for the 2017 Slow Marathon to communicate 
her findings. 

Andrea worked with local after-school clubs 
and school pupils on a programme based around 

energy sites in the local landscape. Activities 
included asking young people to design their 
own wind turbines as they’d like to see them 
in the landscape, and discussing the language 
associated with energy and environmental 
issues. 

While researching the current and past energy 
of the landscape Andrea spoke to and walked 
with numerous experts in the field. These people 
ranged from wind turbine engineers to individuals 
practicing vibrational medicine. 

Andrea also looked into physical energy intake 
and expenditure, developing a Real Energy Food 
mix for long walks. This, alongside her research 
and sculptural works, will feature in the Slow 
Marathon in April 2017.

Pictured: Andrea’s Energy Walk to Greenmyres during 21 Years of the Town is the Venue



What If? / Manaf Halbouni

Duration: March 2017 - onwards 
 
Activities: Mapping, Re-imagining, Researching, Eating, Acting, Filming

Funders/Partners: Creative Scotland  / Scottish Refugee Council / Goethe Institut / German 
Consulate of Scotland / Wellbeing Festival / Aberdeen Mosque & Islamic Centre

Website: deveron-projects.com/what-if/

What If the colonisers became 
the colonised?

Manaf Halbouni arrived in Huntly in March 
to develop his project, What If?. The project 
imagines an alternative history timeline to the 
Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1918, which saw 
British and French diplomats split the Middle 
East. The effects of this agreement are still felt 
heavily in Middle Eastern countries today.

A play will be developed, of a secret meeting 
between diplomats from the United Arab States 
and the Ottoman Empire.The meeting will see 
representatives discuss the strategic division of 

Europe amongst their colonies. 
Working with local people, including Syrian 

families recently resettled in Aberdeenshire, 
Manaf will highlight the relevance of these global 
and historical issues, in our current local context. 

With five actors, the dialogue will be developed 
and the play filmed. Manaf and videomaker 
Oscar HR are inviting local people to film the 
play on their smartphones and cameras. The 
footage will be stitched together as a film made 
by Huntly, with different viewpoints. 

Deveron Projects will launch this project at 
a symposium later in the year. The films are 
also going to be shown at the Goethe Institut in 
Glasgow and at Edinburgh Art Festival 2017.

Pictured: Manaf working with Abdul Alhalabe on development of the dialogue for the play of What If?



Room to Reinvent / Jacques Coetzer

Duration: January 2017 - April 2017  

Activities: Consultation, Imagining, Regenerating, Assessing, Discussion, Coffee

Funders/Partners: Creative Scotland / Aberdeenshire Council / Marr Area / Huntly Hotel / 
Networks of Wellbeing 

Website: deveron-projects.com/room-to-reinvent

An approach to town 
regeneration from the bottom 
up

Investigating new systems of economy, Jacques  
Coetzer came to Huntly to conduct a community 
consultation on town centre regeneration.

Jacques’ first action was locating a space to 
open a People’s Café. Speaking to many cafe 
owners and organisers of various coffee mornings 
in Huntly, Jacques collected information on what 
was already available and what gaps there were.

The People’s Café opened for six weeks on 
11 Gordon Street. It functioned as a place to 
drink coffee and eat home bakes, and also 
as a space where groups could meet and 

community activities could happen. Huntly Folk 
Club, Aberdeenshire Council, Rhynie Woman, 
Deveron Projects and the Over 60s Walking 
Club are just some of the community groups who 
used the space. 

While serving coffee from directly-sourced 
Tanzanian beans, Jacques had many 
conversations with Huntly folk and local business 
owners. Asking them questions, while also 
talking with Aberdeenshire Council about what 
was possible, he was able to create a realistic 
picture of Huntly’s potential futures.

Jacques presented his Room to Reinvent 
report, considering Huntly as if it was human, at 
the Huntly Hotel in March. Deveron Projects will 
continue this evaluation and begin to develop 
projects addressing the findings, as part of our 
focus on New Economies.

Pictured: Jacques Coetzer illustration; Piper on the Golden Balcony of the People’s Café; Members of the Huntly Folk Club, Huntly Express headline



“This project will form the groundwork 
for the long-term aspiration to make 
the centre of Huntly look better. This 
is a chance for people to contribute 
on how to revive it. It is important to 
pull all aspects together and identify 
priorities for the town. Jacques’ work 
is the start of that process”
Janelle Clark, Marr Area Manager



Critical Discourse

Pictured: Robin McAlpine presenting at the White Wood Forum; Syrian new Scots and Syrian Supper Club serving dinner; Participants lunching by the river between talks



The White Wood Forum and Gala 

Speakers and Facilitators
Richard Demarco, artist / Deirdre Heddon, 
University of Glasgow / Satish Kumar, long 
term peace and environment activist / Tim 
Ingold, University of Aberdeen / Loïc Fel, COAL 
/ Robin McAlpine, Common Weal / Shelley 
Sacks, The University of the Trees / Georges 
Thierry Handja, Rainforest Foundation UK / 
Rhea Thoenges-Stringaris, founding member 
of the German Green Party / Caroline 
Wendling, White Wood artist / Naomi Mason, 
Huntly and District Development Trust / Ellie 
Harrison artist / Lotte Juul Petersen, Wysing 
Arts Centre /  Omar Afif, chef / Marina Velez, 
Cambridge Sustainability Residency / Amal 
Project / The Rhynie Woman / Ben Macfadyen, 
storyteller / Recovery Cafe / Aberdeenshire 
Salutes / Orb’s Bookshop / Amara Bushcraft 
/ The Gordon Schools, teachers and pupils / 
Mellifluoum Petricarna / Anne Murray, Artist / 
Amindeer Virdee, Artist / Neil Taylor, Forestry 
Commission / Handmade in Huntly / Huntly 
Writers / Alex Salmond MP / Syrian Supper Club

The White Wood Forum drew on Joseph 
Beuys’ work surrounding art and ecology. 
Beuys’ practice sowed the seeds for the White 
Wood both literally, with acorns from his 7000 
Oaks, and conceptually. As a living monument 
to peace, created by the people of Huntly, the 
wood will grow and change as the oaks mature 
over the next three hundred years. 

Considering the links between art, peace and 
ecology, and bringing together people from arts, 
anthropology, ecology, politics, peacemaking 
and locality, the White Wood Forum generated 
discussion on how we can foster a culture of 
complexity, an art and a community that can 
impact the future to the benefit of generations 
to come.

A festival of music, food, walks, talks and 
activities, the White Wood Gala brought into 
practice some of these ideas. The day of sun, 
learning and cooperation was programmed in 
partnership with various community groups and 
specialist guests.



“Inspirational project, deeply touching as it weaves between people and nations, the notion of 
peace and one humanity in harmony”  White Wood Gala participant



“A memorable and thought provoking event on both a personal and professional level. It made 
sophisticated links to its contexts from the local environment and history, to pressing internation-
al issues such as the conflict in Syria.
The idea of an artwork with a duration of 900 years is a powerful one and raises many questions 
about its ongoing relationship to the communities which have and might continue to engage with 
it as an artwork and a context.” Chrissie Ruckley, Creative Scotland

Pictured: Gala schedule, Robyn Macpherson on Mary Bourne’s WW sign; Satish Kumar in the Wood; Syrian new Scots dancing; Alex Salmond presenting a flag to Major Mike Tait



Edinburgh Art Festival

As part of Edinburgh Art Festival 2016, we 
linked with various artists and projects through 
the Walking Institute, for three days of walking 
and discussion. 

Linking with LADA, Forest Fringe and Walking 
Artist Network we produced Walking Women. 
This involved a day of talks and events to 
investigate representation of female artists who 
walk and incorporate long distance travel in their 
work. 

We also invited Clemens Wilhelm, Wolfgang 
Aichner and Thomas Huber to join us in Edinburgh 
to discuss their projects which saw them walking 
to Venice, in conversation with Anthony Schrag. 

 Discussion about walks and borders led on 
to a roundtable on Brexit. Participants included 
European artists, directors, lawyers, activists 
and MEP Alyn Smith.

The weekend was punctuated with walks led by 
Dee Heddon, Anthony, Wolfgang and Thomas.

Pictured: Thomas & Wolfgang British weather walk; Panel with Anthony Schrag, Claudia Zeiske, artist Monique Besten and Professor Catherine Ward Thompson; Ugly Walk



21 Years of the Town is the Venue

Deveron Projects celebrated its 21st Birthday, 
looking back and looking forward. Working in 
Huntly since 1995 through the town is the venue 
mantra, we have brought 85 artists, musicians and 
writers together with our various communities, 
to work on over 100 different projects. This was 
representated in Huntly Calling, a film of Claudia 

skyping with each of the past artists, made for 
the occasion.

Huntly has been our research site, studio, 
gallery, stage and home over these years and, 
following an extensive reflection process, this 
occasion allowed us to take stock of the past 
whilst presenting our plans for the future.

Pictured: Rachel Walker welcoming guests at Huntly train station; Schedule of the day’s events on Huntly Square during the Farmers’ Market



Pictured: Room to Roam Choir; Syrian new Scots preparing dinner, Birthday speeches and quiz at the Gordon Arms hotel; Ross Sinclair at Orb’s Artist Talks; Town banner making

“It was like opening a favourite book - knowing the opening paragraph by heart and smiling 
every time a beloved character pops up.”

“It was great to see so many people connected to Deveron Projects filling the town with exciting 
talks and interventions; this was an event I felt proud to be a part of.”

21 Years of TITV participants





Art & Community
Artistic Programme
Through an innovative artist-led long term 

programme, we addressed issues from the 
bottom up, exploring low cost, sustainable and 
creative solutions.

Each project’s programme of events included 
workshops with young people, such as the 

local school, or youth clubs; discursive events 
from artists and specialists; a Town Collection 
piece linking with a local host; educational 
opportunities, such as skills exchange; several 
community interactions; and a final critically 
engaged event.

Pictured: Andrea Geile making turbines with the Really Cool Club; Omar Afif’s pop-up pizza on the Square; Jacques and Rachael’s workshops with TGS for 21 Years of TITV



Seasonal Programme

Alongside artists’ individual projects, the Art & 
Community Worker led a year-long programme to 
explore themes relevant to Deveron Projects. The 
notion of ‘home’ was continually explored by staff, 
partners and Huntly/AB54 communities.

The seasonal programme centres on skill and 
knowledge sharing, cultural exchange, hospitality, 
building confidence and fostering meaningful 
relationships.

This year Deveron Projects’ seasonal programme 
strived to embody the ethos of the organisation, 
focusing on ecology, seasonal planning and 
cultural events (moon cycles and farming seasons 
balanced with events such as International 
Women’s Day and World Peace Day).

There were regular events such as 12 Farmers’ 
Markets, a food event per month and quarterly 
skills sessions.

Each month, one Friday Lunch talk was 
delivered by an artist, one by a member of the local 
community with a particular interest or specialism, 
one explicitly representing a food based or 
regenerative initiative, and one connecting us with 
a creative practitioner who was unable to visit due 
to political reasons, or other factors that infringe 
mobility. 

The latter is a recent addition to the programme 
of Friday Lunch. We have so far connected with 
artists, writers, designers and curators from Gaza, 
West Bank, Palestine, Kurdistan and Jordan.

Pictured: Wild Flower Floristry with Alison Bolger; Summer jam-making at the Farmers’ Market; Adalet R. Germiany, Director of Artrole Skypes in from Iraq for Friday Lunch



Community Building

Slow Marathon

Deveron Projects has developed 
a method of working directly with 
community groups. Rather than solely 
creating autonomous events, this year 
we worked with members, leaders 
and Directors to identify what specific 
groups might value/benefit from, finding 
crossovers of interest and shaping the 
programme from there. 

Events this year included: Huntly 
meets Syria ceilidh, working with the 
Amal Project, Aberdeenshire Council 
and Huntly in Solidarity with Refugees; 
and Patrick Scott’s Shop Walk detailing 
Huntly’s retail history in partnership 
with Networks of Wellbeing and Huntly 
Histories.

Slow Marathon 2016 was a 26 mile/42 km walk 
along the River Deveron. The route was inspired 
by artist Anne Murray and musician Jake Williams 
through the With and Against the Flow project. 
Over 80 people walked with and against the 

Deveron, on a route punctuated by interventions 
of music, food and a wee seat by a log fire.

A discussion event was held the following day 
to reflect on our use of water, and the shaping 
of landscape and culture for walkers and others.

Pictured: Huntly Meets Syria pot-luck ceilidh at The Stewart’s Hall with Syrian new Scots and Huntly folk; Omar Afif playing Gnawa music on the morning of the Slow Marathon



Publications

“White Wood suggests that the whole 
environment, with all its different sorts 
of phenomena, including human beings, 
exists in a state of interdependency. By 
embracing friendship with all kinds of living 
species, White Wood makes us hopeful 
for a sustainable future.”
Lotte Juul Petersen, Curator at Wysing 
Arts Centre

White Wood / 
Caroline Wendling & 
various contributors

Lure of the Lost / 
Anthony Schrag

“The Lure of the Lost was a massive 
undertaking for me, so the opportunity to 
develop the publication helped me frame 
all the disparate and varied concepts. 
This allowed me to reflect on what the 
project meant to me. It gave all the 
different strands of the project a singular 
home, which also acted as a brilliant and 
cohesive documentation.”
Anthony Schrag, artist



Appendix

Event Statistics
2016-17 Events and Participants

One-off 
Events 

Exploration 
Aids 

Friday 
Lunches White Wood Caravanserai Farmers' 

Market 
Volunteers 8 2 2 10 4 2 
New Participants 680 20 56 206 233 30 
Total Participants 1570 51 483 444 366 337 
Number of Events 25 3 43 8 9 10 
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Social Media & Website Statistics

Facebook Post Reach

 Average Post Reach 
           this period / 547
 last period / 244

          

Female	 Male	

Male

Female
Female	 Male	

Female	 Male	

13-17	 18-24	

25-34	 35-44	

45-54	 55-64	

65+	

under 18 18 - 24

25 - 34

35 - 44

45 - 54

55 - 64

65 +

Audience

Followers
1893

1667

April 2016 March 2017



Instagram Post Reach
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Support
Creative Scotland 

Aberdeenshire Council  

Heritage Lottery Fund 

Aberdeen Performing Arts 

Big Lottery Fund 

Private Donation 

Goethe Institut 

Sales 

Other 

37% of 
users this 
year were 
new users



Press Coverage

Total / £22,311

Huntly Express

Press & Journal

BBC

Evening Express

Art Africa, Art Daily, Commonspace, Leopard 
Magazine, STV, The Guide to Scotland’s 
Festivals, The Herald, The Mountaineering 
Council of Scotland, The Scotsman, The 
Sunday Herald, The Times



Thank you to everyone 
who took part, 

supported and helped 
us throughout 2016-17!



www.deveron-projects.com


