
George MacDonald was born in Huntly and spent his childhood 
in The Farm on the edge of  Huntly. His book ‘Ranald Banner-
man’s Boyhood’ is about his upbringing in this area. His famous 
fantasy novels for children, ‘At the Back of  the North Wind’ and 
‘The Princess and the Goblin’ (Enid Blyton’s favourite book as a 
child) both allude to MacDonald’s own childhood experiences. 
These books, together with his adult fantasies, ‘Phantastes’ and 
‘Lilith’ were much admired by Lewis Carroll, Tolkien and C.S. 
Lewis who said “I regard him as my master”. WH Auden called 
him ‘one of  the most remarkable writers of  the nineteenth cen-
tury’. In addition, but less well remembered, he wrote many 
novels about the life, language and customs of  early nineteenth 
century Scotland.

About George MacDonald

For more information contact:
Deveron Arts, The Studio, Brander Building, The Square, AB54 8BR
www.deveron-arts.com, info@deveron-arts.com, (t) 01466 794494 
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Friday 2nd March 2007
Geo Mac Fantasy Walk 
around Huntly
with Story Teller Bob Pegg
meet at Brander Library 5 pm

Where in? Where At?
Launch of  Sculpture by 
Kenny Hunter and book by 
Duncan McLaren
Brander Library 7.30 pm

Saturday 3rd March 2007
Huntly Farmer’s Market
Square 9 am – 1 pm

Geo Mac Fantasy Walk around 
Huntly
with Story Teller Grace Banks
meet at Brander Library 11 am

Fantasy Writing in Scotland
Lecture by Colin Manlove
University of  Edinburgh
Brander Library 1 pm

Macs and Mcs in Scottish Art
Lecture by Murdo MacDonald
University of  Dundee
Brander Library 2 pm

Geo Mac Folk Night
With local musicians
Rose and Thistle pub 9 pm

Sunday 4th March 
George MacDonald Festival 
Service
St Mary’s Church 9:45am and 
Episcopalian Church 10:30 am 

George MacDonald
Selected Readings 
By Phyllis Goodall (Eng/Doric)
Brander Library 2 pm

Saturday 3rd March 2007

Exposure
Gordon Schools Family Photo
All day from 10 am to 5 pm

“Over the last 50 years thousands 
of  pupils have passed through 
The Gordon Schools and have 
now dispersed accross the world. 
We hope that as many of  them as 
posssible will be able to join us for 
this mass reunion, as we create 
a unique photo of  the world-wide 
Huntly family.”

Fantasy film screenings
Gordon Schools

George MAcDonald Reading 
Room
Brander Library
All day from 10 am to 5 pm

ProgrammeGeorge MacDonald of  Huntly Festival
Curated by Nuno Sacramento

Welcome to the George MacDonald of  Huntly Festival 2007.
During the first weekend of  March, Huntly and Aberdeenshire 
will celebrate the life and work of  one of  the regions most fa-
mous writers.

Born in Huntly, MacDonald left to Aberdeen, then London, 
North Africa and finally Italy where he is now buried. During 
his time away MacDonald always spoke keenly about his Aber-
deenshire ‘home’. The nostalgia he felt was put down to writ-
ing by his brilliant and eloquent mind in a letter to his sister.

“How much should I like to spend a winter at home again, a snowy 
winter, with great heaps and wreaths of  snow; and sometimes the 
wild storm howling in the chimneys and against the windows and 
down at the kitchen door. And how much I should love to spend one 
long summer day in June, lying on the grass before the house, and 
looking up into the deep sky with large white clouds in it. And when I 
lifted my head I should see the dear old hills all round about; and the 
shining of  the Bogie, whose rush I should hear far off  and soft, mak-
ing a noise hardly louder than a lot of  midges….And then the warm 
evenings, with long grass in the field where the well is, and the corn 
craik crying craik-craik- somewhere in it, though nobody knows 
where.”1

Let’s celebrate MacDonald and the large number of  Huntly’s 
sons and daughters who went away, through a series of  events 
such as storywalks, the unveiling of  a sculpture and the launch 
of  a book, lectures, readings and what will possibly become 
the largest school/family photograph in Scotland.

1 From: Hein, Rolland, 2004, George MacDonald: images of  his world.  
  Abilene: Pasture Spring Press


