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Project Report 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
George MacDonald was born in Huntly in 1824; his family were well established Huntly and his father was 
a local farmer.  The path which George MacDonald followed would take him far away from his birthplace 
much further afield, his work and his influence spread accordingly, he became an inspirational literary 
figure and his work is known and celebrated around the world.  
 
George MacDonald left Huntly to pursue further study in Aberdeen and subsequently travelled to London 
to study for the Ministry.   For a short time he was a congregational clergyman in Arundel and 
Manchester.  Following this he became a full time writer, producing many poems, children’s books and 
adult fantasy novels and factual stories. 
 
MacDonald was hailed by Victorians as a literary legend, friend of leading writers such as Dickens, 
Tennyson, Wilkie Collins, Mark Twain and Ruskin.   He was ultimately sponsored by Lord and Lady Byron 
and given a pension by Queen Victoria. 
 
The writer’s fascination with the romantic past produced a series of best selling work including 
Phantastes, The Princess and the Goblin, and Lilith. 
 
He was an inspiration to many other writers including Lewis Carroll and Tolkien.  C.S. Lewis said “I regard 
him as my master”.  Many of these other literary giants are far better known now and their work more 
appreciated and acknowledged than MacDonald’s -  more so even than in his own birthplace and country 
of origin where his work is seldom read now. 
 
It was this key note that formed the basis of the project on Homage to George MacDonald.  The project 
would entail making George MacDonald, man and writer, accessible to all age ranges and abilities. 
 
With this in mind Deveron Arts created an exciting programme of events to take place over a weekend in 
early March 2007, in the form of a Festival to celebrate the life and works of one of Huntly’s sons.  The 
aim was to encourage as many people in Huntly to engage with the festival in a more populist 
contemporary way. 
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The Project 
 
 
Homage to MacDonald was a multi-facetted programme to celebrate the life and work of George 
MacDonald. It included: 
 

1. a publication dedicated to the works of George MacDonald and its value for the contemporary 
reader 

2. the production of a George MacDonald walk around Huntly 
3. an interpretation panel in the Brander Library 
4. a sculpture commissioned in memory of George MacDonald’s work 
5. a residency with story-teller Bob Pegg, resulting in a specially commissioned fantasy walk 

around the town 
6. a school education programme 
7. an adult education and events programme 
8. a festival with lectures, readings and a series of popular events 
9. a mass organised school photograph 
 

 
1. Publication 
 
A small book entitled George MacDonald 1824-1905 has been produced, containing an essay by Duncan 
McLaren and photography by Eva Merz and Heather Delday. The book is written in diary style, looking at 
all the fantasy writing of MacDonald and its value for the contemporary reader. 
For this Duncan McLaren lived in Huntly for a period of two weeks in The Farm, the former home of 
MacDonald. He then also stayed for one week near his former home in Hampstead, London.  
 
The book is available for sale for £5. 
 
 
2. Leaflet: George MacDonald Walk 
 
A new leaflet has been produced containing a walk around Huntly featuring all the sights relating to 
MacDonald, his writing and his life.  
 
5000 copies of the leaflet were printed.  The leaflet is free of charge.  
 
 
3. Interpretation Panel 
 
Deveron Arts also produced a leaflet and an interpretation board. 
 
The interpretation board is now installed prominently in the foyer of the Brander Library next to the 
sculpture created by Glasgow artist Kenny Hunter and commissioned by Deveron Arts depicting a scene 
from ‘Lilith’, one of MacDonald’s books. ‘Where in? Where at’ informs the public about the life of George 
MacDonald with the following text: 
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George MacDonald was born in Huntly and spent his childhood in The Farm on the edge of Huntly. His book 
'Ranald Bannerman's Boyhood' is about his upbringing in this area. His famous fantasy novels for children, 
'At the Back of the North Wind' and 'The Princess and the Goblin' (Enid Blyton's favourite book as a child) 
both allude to MacDonald's own childhood experiences. These books, together with his adult fantasies, 
'Phantastes' and 'Lilith' were much admired by Lewis Carroll, Tolkien and C.S. Lewis who said "I regard him 
as my master". WH Auden called him 'one of the most remarkable writers of the nineteenth century'. In 
addition, but less well remembered, he wrote many novels about the life, language and customs of early 
nineteenth century Scotland…… 

 
The board also features a biography of the author and logos of HLF and Deveron Arts. 
 
The grand vestibule is an ideal location for both works as it links his work with the local Library, 
offering the public an opportunity to engage with Huntly’s ‘son’, where before the space was occupied 
by an old blackboard and tapestry. The walls have been re-painted for the occasion in a generous 
gesture by Aberdeenshire Council. 
 
 
4. Sculpture Where in? Where at? 
 

Prominent Glasgow sculptor Kenny Hunter has been commissioned to 
produce a memorial sculpture dedicated to the work of George 
MacDonald. The sculpture depicts a scene from 'Lilith', written in old 
age shortly after the death of his daughter Lilia. It features a raven, 
perched on the only branch emanating from a wizened tree-trunk that 
has a pool of water at its base. In the book, the protagonist, a man 
called Vane, follows a shape-shifting raven through a mirror located in 
a garret at the top of his house, upstairs from his library. It is a conduit to 
another world. What other world would that be then? "Where in? - Where at?" 
says the bird. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Storyteller Residency 
 
Bob Pegg, author and storyteller, was commissioned by Deveron Arts to undertake a Fantasy walk 
around Huntly based on the writing of George MacDonald.  This commission resulted in a small 
booklet ‘Secret Doorways, Strange Worlds’ which can be used by children, teachers, tourists and 
families in years to come.  
 
The booklet is available for a small fee of £1.50. 
 
 
6. Events Programme 
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A series of events has been staged throughout the year leading to the festival. 
 
• Writer’s Programme 
 
Running up to the main festival event an ‘in the Footsteps’ programme of writers now living in Huntly was 
organized. These included: 
 

• Robin Dunseath/Around the World in Eighty Ways 
• Ian Crockatt/Early Skaldic Poetry and Sonnets 
• Allan Mallinson/Huntly book launch/Company of Spears 
• Maurice Aldridge/Joseph Sope 

                      
                                                                               
• Huntly Writers Group 
 
This local group have, as a result of the programme, read and discussed George MacDonald’s work 
for the first time.  One member of the group Phyllis Goodall gave a lecture in Doric as part of the 
Festival weekend programme.  
 
 
• George MacDonald Society  
 
The George MacDonald Society was invited to participate in the festival weekend.  Chris Hunt a 
committee member – who also attended the Gordon Schools – travelled to Huntly for the festival 
weekend.  During the photograph event ‘Exposure’ at the Gordon Schools on Saturday 3rd March, he 
managed the George MacDonald Society Stall, where he had a display board with images of 
MacDonald and free information to hand out to the public.  He also had books to buy and visitors and 
local people were able to obtain information on George MacDonald and to join the society. 
 
 
• Art School Involvement 
 
On Friday 2nd March students from Gray’s School of Art in Aberdeen, joined the Fantasy walk around 
Huntly with Bob Pegg.  Afterwards they stayed to see the unveiling of the sculpture by Kenny Hunter 
at the Brander Library and listened to the talk given by both sculptor Kenny Hunter and Duncan 
McLaren (writer of the book). 
 
 
• Community Story walks 
 
Bob Pegg who is a story teller and writer, was commissioned to create a new MacDonald Trail around 
Huntly and write a new booklet to go along with this trail.  His booklet Secret Doorways, Strange 
Worlds, a story walk through Huntly based on MacDonald stories, was launched in Huntly on Friday 
2nd March. On Friday evening at 5pm a group of around 40 people attended the first of the walks 
along the new MacDonald Trail.  Those who attended the walk had an age range from 6 months to 60 
years old. The booklet is available to the public to buy for £1.50. 
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7. School Education Programme 
 
 
Bob Pegg Story Teller and Author 
 

• Bob Pegg worked with the Gordon Primary School Primary 7 classes over a period of three 
months.  They focused on fantasy writing and had several sessions working with Bob.  This 
was concluded on Friday, 2nd March when the classes involved were taken out on the story 
walk and trail devised and written by Bob.  

• Bob also worked with the English Department of the Gordon Schools on a number of fantasy 
writing sessions. 

• As part of the Primary School Teachers continuing education programme at work, Bob took a 
group of these teachers out on the George MacDonald storywalk trail. During this session 
discussions took place on techniques for story telling.  In the future, the teachers could use 
the techniques shown and the George MacDonald Storywalk trail booklet to bring groups of 
children out of the classroom and help the future sons and daughters of Huntly to  engage 
with their own local heritage, by showing them the threads which link the past with the 
present, through identification and local appreciation of  art and architecture included in the 
walk, and through the enjoyment of listening to storytelling and the legacy that George 
MacDonald left for everyone 

 
 
Nuno Sacramento – Shadow Curator and Artist 
 

• Nuno Sacramento attended school assemblies to let the pupils know about the Festival.  He 
also gave an interview on the newly launched Gordon Schools Internet Radio Station.  

 
Andrew Travis – Deputy Head Teacher 
 

• Andrew Travis enthusiastically took up the subject matter of the Festival and gave special  
assemblies held for S1-S3 (secondary year 1 – secondary year 3) and a further assembly for 
S4-S6, addressing the life and work of George MacDonald and his heritage for Huntly.  

 
Debbie Beeson – Deveron Arts - Artist in Residence 
 

• Debbie Beeson worked in collaboration with the Liz 
Cameron and Dawn Hind in the Arts Department of the 
Gordon Schools. 

• S1-S4 children in the Art Department depicted George 
MacDonald portraits for their portrait painting and 
drawing; the works were distributed all over the town 
and in the end judged by artist in residence Deborah 
Beeson and Claudia Zeiske; the three winners received 
book vouchers and all the children who participated 
received a pack of Dean’s shortbread. 

• A three months lunch time art class was offered to make 
George MacDonald masks for use in the ‘exposure’ photographic event. 
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Film – The Princess and the Goblin 
 

• A VHS film adaptation of George MacDonald’s work ‘The Princess and the Goblin’ was 
shown throughout the day of the festival.  This would be made available to The Gordon 
Schools as required. 

 
 
8. The Festival  
 
A George MacDonald of Huntly Festival curated by Nuno Sacramento, Shadow Curator of Deveron 
Arts, was programmed to run from Friday 2nd March until Sunday 4th March. The programme included 
the following events: 
 
Friday 2nd March 2007 
 
5pm Geo Mac Fantasy Walk around Huntly with Story Teller Bob Pegg 
 

7.30 pm Where in? Where at? Launch of Sculpture by Kenny Hunter 
and book by Duncan McLaren; we had a very full house during this 
event, ca 100 people attended.  
 
The Brander museum was specially opened in the evening for this 
occasion. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The opening event with the unveiling 
 
 
Saturday 3rd March 2007 
 
9am – 1pm  - Huntly Farmers’ Market, held in The Square, next to the Brander Library and starting point for 
the story walk      
11am Geo Mac Fantasy Walk around Huntly with storyteller Grace Banks.  
Commencing at the Brander Library, where the George MacDonald interpretation board is situated along 
with the memorial sculpture dedicated in reference to George MacDonald’s work 
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Fantasy Writing in Scotland, lecture by Colin Manlove, University of Edinburgh at Brander Library 
 
MacDonald and McDonald: Macs and Mcs in Scottish Art, lecture by Murdo MacDonald, Art Historian 
University of Dundee 
 

Geo Mac Folk Night at Rose and Thistle pub with story telling, music 
and finally an eclipse sent by MacDonald from heaven!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday 4th March  
 
George MacDonald Festival Service at St Margaret’s and the Episcopalian Church   
  
Selected Reading from George MacDonald in English and Doric, with Phyllis Goodall  
 
George MacDonald Reading room all day Friday and Saturday.  
A full range of George Macdonald books was available to see/touch/read etc in a Victorian setting. 
 
 
 
 
9. Exposure: mass photography event 
 

EXPOSURE was the main event in the Festival 
programme and the highlight of the programme.   
Idea was a giant picture montage, bringing together as 
many families and generations of Huntly as possible in 
one single School photograph. The one and only pre-
requisite to take part in it was that one had to have 
attended The Gordon Schools at some time in one’s 
life. Instead of a Yearbook photo (as the name 
indicates it relates to a specific Year), this will contain 
several generations who attended The Gordon 
Schools, spanning a period of approximately 50 years 
or even more. Like George MacDonald, Huntly’s great 
son, many people who have attended the Gordon 
Schools are now far away or even abroad. Therefore, 

all family members who were absent or abroad were represented symbolically by a dummy sculpture of 
George MacDonald. The photo shoot took place at The Gordon Schools on Saturday 3rd of March 2007 
all day.  
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Planning for this event took several months.  Initially the event was announced to all present pupils at the 
Gordon Primary and The Gordon Schools. This was in the form of a letter which encouraged the pupils 
and their parents or grandparents to participate in the event, see appendix A at the end of report. 
 
Following this a further letter was sent out to members of the Former Pupils Association, appendix B.  As 
it was anticipated that many of their members would not be able to attend a reply slip, appendix C was 
also sent which when completed and returned enabled them to register for the photograph and if not 
present could have an iconic representation of George MacDonald taken in their place. For this we got 
replies from all over the world 
 
Children from The Gordon Schools catchment area schools which include Kennethmont, Clatt, Gartly, 
Rhynie, Lumsden, Drumblade, Glass, Cairnie, Insch were also informed of the festival and each school 
was sent a letter (appendix a,b and c) via e-mail for the school to then distribute to their pupils.  
 
Contact was also made with the Guinness World Record (GWR) organisation to see if the event could be 
registered for a potential world record.  The record we were attempting was the world’s largest digital 
montage school photograph.  The procedure to follow for registration with GWR is quite lengthy; as time 
was limited then we registered for the fast tract process.  Following this GWR felt that the category we 
could try to enter was for the largest digital photographic mosaic.   
 
This mass photo will be available on a website and published as a very long postcard. 
 

 
The Gordon Schools. 1955: Secondary Department Composite Panorama. Provided by Mrs Ena Brown 
 

This was the highlight of the festival at which about 600 people from all over Britain and as far as 
Australia have attended. Deveron Arts received replies from FP’s who wanted to participate in the event 
from as far afield as New Zealand, Australia, South America, USA, Canada, Germany, France, Belgium 
and of course more locally from England and throughout Scotland.  Many people gave individual replies 
to the invitation, some of which can be seen at the end of the project report. 
 
The general buzz around the town was ‘friends re-united!’  
 
A detailed guest book with names, dates attended the Gordon Schools and asking people what they do 
now has been kept. 
 
 
• Quotations from e-mails of respondents unable to attend Festival weekend. 
 
 
‘Hello, Fiona 
 
Thank you for replying to my e-mail.  I am still thrilled to know that you are celebrating the life of a wonderful man like 
George MacDonald in this unique way.  Every day, I read a devotional reflection by George MacDonald in a book 
called “Diary of an Old Soul” which was given me by friends who are living in Belgium at present.  He is the pastor of 
a Presbyterian Church there an English-speaking church…I shall be interested in your project and will keep in touch 
via e-mail….Elsie Borozan (attended schools 1937-1941) 
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‘Dear Nuno,  
 
Thank you very much for the invitation to attend the George MacDonald Festival but as you can see I am now living 
and working in New Zealand and will therefore be unable to attend.  We would however like to be included in the 
photograph – details of school attendance as below….  Just as an aside, I am sure you already know about this but I 
remember back to the dim distant past (around 40years ago), when there was a George MacDonald competition held 
in Huntly.  I remember fairly vividly even though I was only 7 at the time!  ….  We all had to answer questions on 
different George MacDonald books – all of which were in the library… This competition was a really good idea for the 
youngsters of Huntly at the time – the library was full of kids looking up books to get their answers and it was the 
main topic of conversation at school too…..Sorry to ramble on, I just thought it was worth a mention during your 
festival celebrations.  I hope all goes well and that you all have an enjoyable weekend. ‘    Hazel Angus New 
Zealand (attended schools1963-1976) 
 
‘Dear Nuno, 
Just received the Deveron Arts letter in Johannesburg, so sorry if my request is late, I would like to be represented on 
the school photograph even though I cannot be in Huntly on the 3rd March.’  James Baird South Africa (attended 
schools 1964 to 1970) 
 
‘As a former pupil at The Gordon Schools… 1959 – 1963, I would appreciate more information relative to (George 
MacDonald Festival) which came to my attention in the Daily Record (Newspaper) yesterday.  Alistair Dodds 
Dumfermline 
 
‘Ex UK resident!! I was a former pupil …. 1964-1976. I now live in Germany.  I would like to participate in this unique 
photo action. Unfortunately I cannot be present…. Hope the weather is on the bright side tomorrow!’  Mary Jane 
Booth-Fuhrmann Hamburg 
 
‘Your title intrigues me …Born and reared at ‘Dowin’ on the banks of the Deveron.  I shall never forget the “Great 
Flood” 30 Sept 1930….Regrettably the Huntly Gordon Schools did little for me in the “Secondary School.  I had to go 
to the Inverurie Academy to reach Edinburgh.   Seymore Halkett North Yorkshire (attended 1924 – 1932) Still 
wanted to participate in event! 
 
‘Hello, my name is Jean Fraser Ross Thornell, and I completed my school at the Gordon Schools in 1939 with a 
‘Higher Learning Certificate’….My mother Georgina Fraser also attended the Gordon Schools in the early 1900’s… I 
received your program on the George MacDonald Festival that will be held this weekend.  I wanted to send my 
congratulations and best wishes to the former students and the people of Huntly.  I remember fondly my life there.  I 
am now 85years old.  Jean Thornell Salt Lake City Utah USA 
 
‘I thank you for forwarding the leaflets about the forthcoming Festival, celebrating the memory of George MacDonald.  
I shall be unable to attend….but would like to be included in the ‘Exposure’… Douglas Tocher (attended school 
1943 – 1946) 
 
‘..I will not be able to attend as I now live in France….I attended The Gordon Schools from 1969 – 1972...Good luck 
with the weekend sorry I cannot be with you all.  Olive Taylor (Mathers) France 
 
‘Ron Brander told me of the ..Photo as part of the George MacDonald Festival…While my father is unable to attend 
because of his age (90) and his location (outside Washington DC) I wanted to send you his particulars… he 
attended…from 1921 – 1930 when the family moved.. It would be great if he could be included on the list.  Alexander 
(Sandy) Stevenson Maryland USA 
 
‘Dear Nuno, The brochure for the George MacDonald Festival arrived today.  I cannot be in Huntly on the 
day….present address ….Tasmania.. Attended school 1938 – 1951… Until I received the brochure I was unaware of 
Deveron Arts.  I have looked at the web site.  Keep up the good work !’ David Ried Tasmania 
 
‘I very much regret I am unable to attend.  Best wishes for a successful festival.’ Isobel (Nicholl)Elliot-West, 
Sunderland.  Attended school 1937 – 1949 
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‘Hi there, my name is Billy Lindsay, former pupil … 1998 – 2004 . just heard about your plan.. unfortunately unable to 
attend…out here in South America for past 6 months but I would definitely like a symbolic mention… Sounds like an 
adventurous project and I’m sure you will pull it off, Deveron Arts has always been successful in bringing art to the 
Gordon Area…I remember one of my pieces from my old art class..was used in a millennium street art project you 
guys had so you obviously have good taste!….Good luck.. Billy Lindsay South America 
 
‘Thank you for the invitation to the…Festival… I am unable to attend..I give my permission to be included in the 
photograph.’ Emma Rosalind Lindell (nee Mitchell) Victoria Australia attended school 1987 – 1992 
 
 
 
• The festival fringe programme 
 

Throughout the day we had numerous events, like The Princess and the 
Goblin film, Goblin masks, and other entertainment to keep people 
occupied while waiting. 
 
The following stall holders were represented in the Assembly Hall waiting 
area.  The public waited in this area prior to going through to participate 
in the ‘Exposure’ photograph.  This gave them the opportunity to engage 
with the stall holders in the hall, to look at and perhaps identify 
themselves in old school photographs; to see the costumes that pupils 

made for their own production of The Princess and The Goblin and to watch a film adaptation of George 
MacDonald’s book of the story. 
 

• The George MacDonald Society 
• The Former Pupils Association 
• Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership (Huntly) 
• The Gordon Schools – Exhibition of ‘archive’ photos on display 
• The Gordon Schools – Display of Costumes worn by pupils during a past production of The 

Princess and the Goblin 
 
As people moved from the Assembly Hall into the pre-photo waiting area they were invited to write in the 
‘Event Guest Book’ and most of the participants willingly did this.  In the Guest Book people gave their 
names, the dates they attended or will attend The Gordon Schools, and listed what they have been doing 
since leaving school. 
 
 
• Former Pupils Association Gordon Schools 
 
Like George MacDonald many people grow up in the Huntly area, attend school and then leave for further 
education or in search of work.  Like George MacDonald they continue to have fond memories and ties 
with Huntly and all that goes on in the school and town itself.   

 
Deveron Arts contacted the Former Pupil’s (FP’s) Association 
secretary Jean McBoyle. She was very enthusiastic about the Festival 
and very happy to be involved.  Following this contact Deveron Arts 
were able to contact all the members of the FP Association and send 
them a Festival Programme and an information letter with reply slip on 
how they could take part in the ‘Exposure’ photographic event at the 
Gordon Schools on Saturday 3rd March. 
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It was felt very appropriate to reach out to as many former ‘Huntly-ites’ as possible and invite them to 
participate in the Festival.   There was a huge response from the FP Association members, many of 
whom due to geographical reasons were indeed unable to attend, but wanted to register their interest in 
the Festival, and in the case of the ‘Exposure’ photograph have an iconic representation of George 
MacDonald taken in their place for posterity. 
 

Thank you for providing Huntly with such an enjoyable weekend of culture and entertainment.  There 
was a buzz about the town that has been missing for some time, and you should be congratulated.  I 
can’t begin to imagine the time and effort that must have gone into all the fine planning, but the result 
will have brought its own reward; it was quite amazing. 
 
Speaking on behalf of the Former Pupils’ Association, I’d like to thank you especially for offering us 
the chance to recruit new Members.  We had a busy morning and afternoon, chatting to Former 
Pupils and, more importantly, gaining eight more members.  We are very grateful. 
 
Jean McBoyle 
Secretary 
The Gordon Schools Former Pupil’s Association 

 
 
• Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership (ATP) Huntly 
 
Donald Boyd, Town Co-ordinator, gave his full support to the Festival.  At the ‘Exposure’ photograph he 
assisted with setting up the venue and subsequently had a stall to distribute the ‘Huntly Matters’ 
magazine and inform the public about ATP Huntly’s remit. One element of this remit was to raise the 
cultural profile of George MacDonald in Huntly and to celebrate his life and works.   
 
 
• The Organisation 
 
The event ran from 9 o’clock in the morning until after 5 pm; with a continuous flow of visitors. 
We had tremendous help from a great number of volunteers including the school, and the pupils taking 
higher arts and drama, featured here in their special Geo Mac festival t-shirts. 
 

     
 

The reception area with the helpers 
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Marketing and Media 
 
MEDIA 
 
To ensure maximum media coverage, Lesley Booth, PR consultant was engaged. 
 

• The Press and Journal – two features 
• The Huntly Express – coverage over four weeks, three times on front page 
• The BBC Website – front page website coverage, which raised awareness of the EXPOSURE 

event across the world. 
• The Northern Scot 
• NECR – Nuno Sacramento had a radio interview, advertising over three days 
• The Gordon Schools web site - presentation 
• Aberdeenshire Council Web Site - presentation 
• Wot’s on in Huntly – Feature - Created, designed and produced by service users of Huntly 

Mental Health Ltd  
• Whatever! February March 2007 – half page feature: Distribution 420,000 per issue Scotland 

Wide inc 22,500 teachers; (Magazine distributed to all schools in Aberdeenshire); Half page 
feature - Calling parents and grandparents “As part of the George MacDonald celebrations we 
are organising a giant picture montage called EXPOSURE:GORDON SCHOOLS 

• BBC Radio – two times Claudia Zeiske spoke on Radio Scotland news:  
• BBC Radio Café: Duncan McLaren and Kenny Hunter  
• BBC Breakfast news: Claudia Zeiske, Nuno Sacramento and Phyllis Goodall spoke on 

Exposure event 
 
Deveron Arts Web Site 
 
Posters in three sizes produced by Acanthus Architects and spread all over the town 
 
Festival Programme – Design by Finks Publishing/Printed by MMS; copies of 1500, mailshot of 1200 
 
Former Pupils Association – email mailshot 
 
The Gordon Schools and the catchment area schools – all children got a letter home 
 
The Gordon Schools Internet Radio – feature 
 
 
Thanks 
 
Fiona Manson, Administrator, Deveron Arts 
Jennifer Lodge, Administrator, Deveron Arts 
 
Sara Gallie, Accounts, Deveron Arts 
Lindy Young, Former Administrator, Deveron Arts 
 
Donald Boyd, Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership Huntly, Town Co-ordinator 
 
Lesley Booth, Media Work, New Century PR Creative PR for the Creative Industries 
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Mike Davies, Integra Web Design 
Andrea Irving, Art Dept Assistant, the Gordon Schools 
Ed Pickersley, the Gordon Schools Web site designer 
Paul and Clea, Dudendance, recording of the event 
 
Aberdeenshire Libraries and Museums Department (Huntly) 
 
The Episcopalian Christ Church 
St Margaret’s Catholic Church 
 
Management at Rose and Thistle Pub 
 
Bill Dean, Deans Shortbread Huntly, kind donation of shortbread 
Mrs E Manson, Greenmount Guest House, sheets for back drop ‘Exposure’ photograph 
 
Jean McBoyle, Former Pupils Association Secretary, stall at the Gordon Schools 
Chris Hunt, Committee Member George MacDonald Society, stall at The Gordon Schools 
 
Janitors at Gordon Schools 
Michael May, technical help 
 
Eeke Dix: admin help at Exposure event 
Rachel May admin help at Exposure event 
 
Deveron Arts Board of Management 
 
The Artists Involved 
Debbie Beeson, visual artist 
Kenny Hunter, sculptor 
Duncan McLaren, writer 
Bob Pegg, Storyteller 
Eva Merz, photographer 
Heather Delday, photographer 
 
Education 
Debbie Beeson, Artist, Designer of Symbolic Representation of George MacDonald 
Ms Anne Hyslop – Gordon Primary Schools Head Teacher 
Ms Liz Cameron and Lilias Parks – Gordon Schools (Secondary) Art Teachers 
Andrew Travis – Depute Rector Gordon Schools, Talk on George MacDonald at School Assemblies 
Andrea Irving – arts assistant, The Gordon Schools 
Michelle Milligan – art Teacher 
  
Speakers/Writers 
Bob Pegg 
Grace Banks 
Colin Manlove 
Murdo MacDonald 
PhylIis Goodall 
Andrew Travis 
Nuno Sacramento 
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Photographer 
Martin Grant  
 
Design 
Fiona Hill, Finks Publishing 
 
Printing 
MMS 
 
Mailshot stuffers 
Jennifer Lodge, Claudia Zeiske, Rachel May, Deborah May, Michael May, Kirsten Zahn, Fiona Manson 
 
Gordon Schools – Pupils, voluntary assistants at all day ‘exposure’ photo event in school   
Katie Conkie, Carol Gray, Katherine Martindale, Sarah Jones, Jessica Lane, Amy Reynolds, Ashleigh 
Roy, Andrew Shearer, Chris Sinclair, Stewart Hayman, Daniel Milne. Rachel May, Deborah May 
 
Advice 
Eva Merz, Chairwoman, Board of Management Deveron Arts, Photographer 
Donald Boyd, Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership (Huntly) 
Pat Scott, Huntly Express 
Guinness World Record Organisation 
British Film Institute 
Jean McBoyle, Secretary, Former Pupils Association 
Chris Hunt, George MacDonald Society 
Katie Fairweather, Administrator Former Pupils Association 
Patricia-Ann Raeburn, School of Dance 
Erin Lawrence, School of Dance 
Yvonne Swarbrigg, Rainbows (Brownies) 
Paul Swarbrigg, Beavers (Scouts) 
Ron Brander, Chair, Ramblers association 
Morag Black, George MacDonald Society 
Ian Blakemore, George MacDonald Society 
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Funding 
 
Generous support has been given by the Heritage Lottery Fund for the overall programme, the 
publication, the leaflet and the festival. 
 
The Sculpture was funded by the Scottish Arts Council. 
 
The Bob Pegg Residency and publication was also funded by the Scottish Arts Council 
 
Support has been given by the Marr Area committee and Aberdeen Town Partnership for the Marketing of 
the Festival. 
 
Aberdeen Town Partnership gave us support for the marketing. 
 
Support in kind has been given by Douglas Forrest Architects and Deans Shortbread for the prizes. 
 
 
 
 

          
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


