
Bike-Lane Huntly proposal 
 (later called SlowDown) 
 
Imagine a town without cars, where children can cycle safely to school, where green space 
invades the town square and the population comes out to walk, bike and play. 
 
All over the world there are car-free towns that operate with great success, inspiration can be 
found in Hallstatt in Austria, Christiania in Denmark, Mackinac Island in the U.S.A., Vauban 
in Germany, Zermatt in Switzerland and of course Venice in Italy.  For some this status 
relates to historical inheritances e.g. old towns with roads too small for cars, canal’s instead 
of roads etc. for others it has been as a result of a deliberate policy to transform their lives, 
putting into practice ideas that up until recently would have been dismissed as an eco-
fantasy. 
 
The benefit for those towns has been enormous: improvements in the environment in the 
reduction of Carbon emissions but also in relation to quality of life and physical health.   
In Scotland many town squares have been turned into car parks, this makes them unsightly 
both for the children, residents and visitors. How would the quality of life change in our 
market towns if car access was limited to deliveries and collections and the central areas of 
the towns were given over to bicycle lanes, green and social spaces. 
 
As an old market town, Huntly would have been built with pedestrian access in mind, 
although considerable numbers of new houses are planned it is not yet too big to be able to 
access the centre from all areas of the town within 10 minutes by foot or even quicker by 
bicycle.  What are the limitations? Is there a will to reclaim our town? Would children 
traveling to school be fitter, healthier and safer?  Would it be practical to use the outdoor 
spaces in our climate?  Can Huntly become the first car free town in the UK?  

 

Smart targets 
• to trigger 25 opportunities per year for discussions and dialogue around issues 

relating to sustainability and reduction of carbon footprint. 

• to measure the average carbon footprint of Huntly’s households twice once at the 
beginning of the project and once at the end. 

• to reduce the average carbon emissions from up to 50% of the Huntly area 
households by 15% in year 1, 20% in year 2 and 30% in year 3 i.e. taking figures 
from the Huntly average of 12.2 tonnes for each of these  households and by year 3 
reducing them to just under 9 tonnes. 

• to encourage the use of alternative forms of transport i.e. bicycle (locally), walking, 
bus, train, car-share for longer distance commutes and make Huntly car free in the 
short term for at least 1 full weekend.  

• to develop a proposal targeting Aberdeenshire Council, business, community groups, 
organisations and individuals to make Huntly car free permanently within 10 years. 

• to raise awarness on sustainability and lowering our carbon emissions in 
approximately 10,000 people through press coverage in the Hunlty Express and 
Press and Journal 

• to sign up 50 Climate Change Champions per year. 

• to create 3 x participatory arts Festivals per year focusing on each one of the 3 
x themes each 

• to create 3 x highly visible art projects to publicise the projects locally and 
nationally 

• to create 15 x other events as part of the festivals over 3 years 

• to involve 50 individuals in collaborating with the artist on developing events 
each year 



• to trigger 25 opportunities per year for discussions and dialogue around issues 
relating to sustainability and reduction of carbon footprint. 

 
Objective 3: 

• to create 3 x festivals, artworks, education programmed, panel discussion and 
events to promote, communicate and celebrate the achievements of the 
project 

• to trigger discussion and dialogue around issues relating to the towns carbon 
footprint. 

• to achieve local and national press reviews and editorials, that would be worth 
at an equivalent to £3000 minimum in paid advertising per year. 

• to develop a proposal targeting Aberdeenshire Council, business, groups, 
organisations and individuals to make Huntly and eco town with car free zones 
within 10 years. 

• o develop a proposal targeting Aberdeenshire Council, business, groups, 
organisations and individuals to make Huntly car free permanently within 10 
years. 

• To develop 1 x publication for each festival  
 
Community Engagement 
The aim of Sustown Huntly is to achieve 3 x innovative community lead proposals as a first 
stage for transforming Huntly into a model sustainable town.  These will be presented to the 
local and other relevant authorities with the aim of influencing the future development of the 
town. The project will be lead by an artist/researcher experienced in using creative 
approaches to engage people of all ages and from all walks of life. Together the 
artist/researcher and the community will work on the development of the proposals and on 
the festivals, events, documentation and artworks that will accompany them.  
 
Deveron Arts, a community organisation has worked closely with Aberdeenshire Towns 
partnership and Aberdeenshire Council on the development of this project. It has been 
informed by a ‘safe routes to school’ project where every child was consulted and 
Aberdeenshire Towns Partnership lead a consultation with school pupils on their carbon 
emissions.  Deveron Arts has a great track record in taking on issues that are current and of 
concern in the community, bring people together to debate and explore these with a view for 
social, economic and environmental change. ATP and their work in the schools has resulted 
in the issues being identified along with Deveron Arts representation on various boards and 
committees.  It has also been influenced by debates in the local newspaper and from 
Deveron Arts board members involvement in the community both professionally and socially.  
 
The framework for the development of each proposal will ensure that each project is  
community driven and will be as follows:  
 

Bottom up 
community 
engagement 

• virtually everybody needs to come on board: all 
businesses, shops, schools, the rotary, brownies and 
scouts, the many clubs and even the local garage; to 
achieve this the artist/researcher will meet with them on an 
individual basis and as groups over the 3-month period 
that they will be resident in Huntly. 

 
Programme of 
eco-educational 
activities 

• with schools and general public; to include lectures, talks 
and a conference bringing themes of art/design, ecology 
and lifestyle together. 

 
Festival Festival events developed in collaboration with the community. 



These could include:  
 

• Bike-lane Huntly: Car free week or weekend, high profile 
socially engaged art events (e.g. closing Huntly off and 
painting bike lanes on the roads, mass cycles etc.)  

• Eat Your Neighbour: Food mile week or weekend, high 
profile socially engaged art event (e.g. everyone in Huntly 
asks their neighbour round for dinner. Anything can be 
served, as long as the meal is home cooked, from scratch, 
and is made with as many/ all local ingredients as 
possible) 

• Glowing Green Growing Green: Green Energy 
Sustainable housing week or weekend, high profile 
socially engaged art events (e.g. community marking out 
sustainable housing zones, physically connecting 
windfarms to the town, mass cycles to green energy 
sources, coloured lighting of power sources etc.) 

 
These sport, art, food and education events would be 
accompanied by a multitude of other related events to grab 
people’s attention (e.g. walking competition, workshops for 
beginner cyclists, fell running, low foodmile event, street parties 
etc.) 

 
This would be developed between the artist and the community but could be something like: 
For Bike-lane Huntly - Painting a fluorescent pink cycle network in and around the Huntly and 
surrounding areas. Publicity would be generated through the innovative highly visible nature 
of the cycle lane proposals, building up to the uniqueness of an Aberdeenshire town 
declaring itself car-free. Strong visual imagery of road blocks, signage and the bike event will 
all aid potentially strong media coverage both locally and nationally. Individual high profile 
events will be developed collaboratively for all three subjects. 
 
 


